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One of the many wonderful things about my summer study leave on Washington Island 
was the time I had to just sit in a chair by the shores of Lake Michigan in the late      
afternoon and read. It is amazing how much reading I got done despite the number of 
afternoon naps I was blessed to take. 
 
As I was reading I came across an article which fits the idea of Sabbath rest that I 
preached about a few weeks ago. Do you remember the invitation to get into the boat 
with Jesus to cross over to the other side and to rest? In that sermon I reminded all of 
us that while we are being called to do much, we are not being called to do it all. I also 
reminded us that an important part of fulfilling our call was living a balanced life which 
included not just work but pray and study and rest and even play. 
 
In the June/July issue of Presbyterians Today, Kristine A. Haig speaks to at least one    
aspect of the balanced lives that Jesus is calling us to. In the article which follows she 
invites us to enter into a life of spiritual discipline pointing out that discipline may     
actually require us to decline an invitation. Again she asks us to consider the idea that 
we are not asked to do everything. While it may seem contrary to our cultural thinking 
and religious expectation, sometimes the best thing we can do is to say, “No!” even to 
the most worthwhile opportunity. This is true not only for us as individuals but for all 
of us together as a church.  I pray that you find the article as informative and thought-
provoking as I did. 
 
 When ‘no’ is the best answer by Kristine A. Haig  
 (article taken from Presbyterians Today Magazine the June/July 2006 Issue) 
 
 The nominating committee chair—or the director of Christian education, or 
 Habitat for Humanity or Red Cross board member—calls.  They want you to 
 serve, in some capacity, a good and worthy cause. 
  
 What do you do? 
 
 Over time, and with fewer and fewer expectations, I have learned to respond to 
 these requests by saying, “Thank you for thinking of me.  I will pray about this 
 and get back to you.”  I say this because I’ve realized that usually I need time to 
 sort out a particular request.  Does this task or responsibility really have “my 
 name on it”?  Is it matched to my specific skills and experience? 
            Continued to the next page 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk...From the Pastor’s Desk...From the Pastor’s Desk...From the Pastor’s Desk...    



    Continued from previous page. 

Page 2 Volume IV   Issue 8 

 
 Sadly, most of us have encountered desperate recruiting efforts where someone is just looking for  
 “a warm body” to fill a slot, or “someone who’s still breathing” to take over a job.  While these 
 urgent situations sometimes do warrant a quick response and less-than-perfect fit, the work of the 
 gospel usually is better served when recruitment is the fruit of spiritual discernment.  And  
 discernment takes time. 
 
 Even asking for a day to pray about it can provide enough space to listen for the voice of God in 
 the invitation, and attend to your own inner wisdom on the matter.  Some questions to ask  
 yourself during a time of prayer might include: 
 
  * Is this task/responsibility something that requires specialized skills, experience or  
     training, and do I have these gifts?  Do others have these gifts? 
  * Do I have the resources of time, strength and energy to fulfill this request? 
  *  As I ponder saying “yes” to this invitation, what do I notice happening to my energy  
     level?  Do I feel invigorated and enlivened?  Or do I fell heavy and burdened? 
  * When I imagine saying “no” to this invitation, what do I notice within myself?  Is there a 
     sense of release and freedom?  Is there a feeling of loss or yearning?  Is there guilt? 
 
 HEAR GOD’S WILL 
 Too often we say “yes” to requests out of a sense of duty and obligation.  We feel guilty when we 
 consider turning down the request.  Guilt, however, generally isn’t good material for discernment 
 except insofar as it tells us that we are not making this decision from a place of inner freedom.  
 Without this inner freedom we will have a difficult time listening for the will of God; it will be 
 drowned out. 
 
 One thing that can help move us from guilt-driven duty to freedom is to consider that by saying 
 “yes” to a request that is not meant for us, we prevent God from offering that request to the  
 person who truly will be right for it. 
 
 We need to ask not only “Can I do this?” but also “Who else can do it? Who might be able to 
 grow into this work?”  Saying “no” to an invitation might allow God space to develop new  
 leadership that is waiting to blossom. 
 
 Your “no” may bring forth someone else’s “yes.” 
 
  

Often times you will hear me invite the leaders of this church to think about what we are called to do 
and whether or not what we are doing is the work of the church or the work of the Lord.  When Haig 
invites us to “hear God’s will” I hear her asking these same questions of discernment. God is asking us 
to do much but God is not asking us to do it all hence the need for prayerful discernment and the  
courage to say no especially if we do not have the passion and the resources of time, strength and    
energy. How balanced is your life? Do you have time for work and for prayer and for study as well as 
rest and play? When was the last time you got into the boat with Jesus? 
 
Let us continue to be in prayer as this congregation moves into the future so that we may be truly open 
to what God is calling each of us and all of us together to do. The Spirit will give us both the passion 
and the resources to be all that God is asking us to be and still grant us the means to live balanced lives. 
 

Summer Sabbath Blessings, 
Rev. Pat 
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BITS AND PIECES... 

While many of our committees and boards did not meet during the month of July, there has been much going on.  
Here are some of the updates: 
 

♦ The Personnel Committee continues to meet and, as of its last gathering, have now added to 
their revised Position Descriptions for the Director of Christian Nurture and Administrative  
Assistant, updated Position Descriptions for the Designated Pastor, the Director of Music, the 
Custodian, the Bookkeeper, and the Director of the Preschool.  All of these revised and/or    
update Position Descriptions will be used by the Personnel Committee to evaluate our paid 
church employees in the fall.  Still in the works are a basic employee contract form for all paid 
staff except the Pastor and an updated Position Description for our church treasurer.  The PC 
thought that it was important to update this even though this is a volunteer description as we 
have not done so in some time.  All of these new Position Descriptions and Contracts will then 
become a part of Fairgreen’s new Employee Manual. 

♦ At is August meeting the session will address a letter received from Bruce Smale asking 
to be relieved of his responsibilities as the “Church Van Coordinator” something which 
he has been doing on our behalf for some time.  We all thank Bruce for his dedication 
and his diligence in caring on this ministry all these years.  His ‘retirement” will open up 
an opportunity for someone else to step forward and to serve in this capacity.  The Van 
Ministry itself will fall under the purview of the Board of Deacons but if you are          
interested in helping coordinate the use of the van, please call Rev. Pat as soon as possi-
ble.  You won’t want to miss your chance in serving as Van Coordinator! 

♦ Speaking of mission opportunities, we need to again remind you that we still need   
someone to coordinate our IHN ministries.  Both the Bennett's and Marilyn McAfee have 
decided that, after years of faithful service, it is time to turn the ministry over to     
someone else.  Remember that their “No” gives one of you the opportunity to say 
“Yes!”  If we are to continue with our involvement in this ministry we do need to have 
one or two of you to step forward and take the lead.  There are still plenty of people and 
even other churches to help with our commitment but someone needs to coordinate! 

♦ Thanks to all of you for your engaging and honest dialogue around our “worship        
possibilities.”  You have given us much to think about as we make our decision this 
month.  Be sure to watch these pages in the next issue of the Leaves to see our decision!  
We may just end up with a very different option than any of the ones presented thanks 
to your input. 

♦ Most of us miss out on life’s big prizes.  The Pulitzer, The Noble, Oscars, Emmys.  But 
we’re all eligible for life’s small pleasures.  A pat on the back.  A kiss behind the ear.  A 
four-pound bass.  A full moon.  An empty parking space.  A crackling fire.  A great meal.  
A glorious sunset.  Don’t fret about copping life’s grand awards.  Enjoy its tiny delights.  
There are plenty for all of us. 

♦ A Summer Prayer… “Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves, 
when our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little, when we arrive 
safely because we have sailed too close to the shore.  “Disturb us, Lord, when with  
abundance of things we possess, we have lost our thirst for the waters of life; having 
fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity; and in our efforts to build a 
new earth, we have allowed our vision of the new Heaven to dim.  “Disturb us, Lord, to 
dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas where storms will show your mastery; 
where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.  We ask you to push back the horizons 
of our hopes; and to push into the future in strength, courage, hope, and love.  Amen.” 
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THE EPISODES OF EVY GREEN By Deanne Smale 

I’ve heard it said 
that a church 
w i t h  m o r e 
memories than 
dreams is really a 
church that is on 
its way out.  
Well, that makes 
sense.  If we’re 
on ly look ing 

b a c k w a r d ,  w e ’ r e  m i s s i n g               
opportunities to move ahead.  When 
we stop dreaming and visioning and 
planning, we’re no longer growing; 
and you know what that means.  It’s 
not a pretty picture for the church.   

   But, be it known for sure, that is 
not where Fairgreen Church is!    
Although we are putting a great deal 
of energy into our 40th anniversary 
celebration and reviewing all the 
blessings along the way, WE       
DEFINITELY ARE NOT STOPPING 
THERE!  There’s 40 years?  Who will 
be the missionaries?  Where will be 
the mission field?  What will be the 
mission-or missions?  Already, a 
group of adults and teens have     
ventured into hands-on mission work 
in Mississippi following last year’s  
hurricane damage.  And I understand 
plans are being made to do more 

hands-on mission work next year.  
In addition, Fairgreen has opened its 
doors to helping Korean Covenant 
Presbyterian congregation work  
toward prison ministry reform in 
Africa.  Wow!  That’s two new   
missions in just one month. 
   Not only do we look back to see 
the works and wonders of our Lord 
over our 40 years together, but we 
wait and trust in His grace to lead us 
into the next 40.  God is good-all 
the time.  Blessed be the name of 
the Lord! 

FAIRGREEN IS SHAPING UP! By Patricia Robinson 

YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS By Denice Skinner 

 Yes, and this can be taken in 
the most literal of terms.  The Senior 
High got the ball rolling on this and it 
seemed like a great way to fellowship 
and care for the creator’s creation.  
Us!  We have a responsibility to take 
care of the body God gave us.  After 
all, it does not really belong to us but 
to God.  As Paul said: 
 “Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have      
received from God?  You are not 
your own but bought at a price.       
Therefore honor God with your 
body”.  1 Corinthian 6: 19-20 

 To help us do just that 
(honor God), we will also take a look 
at the Bible to see what our Lord has 
to say about diet.  We will use “what 
the Bible Says About Healthy Living” 
by Dr. Rex Russell M.D.  The fitness 
portion will not only include exercise 
in the basement on Mondays from 
5:30-7:00pm but we will also be  
walking the trails at Wildwood on 
Thursday.  We will meet at the    
Visitor’s Center at 5:30 pm and begin 
our walk at approximately 5:40pm 
and end by approximately 7:00pm.  
Don’t worry, we will go at our own 
pace both exercising and walking.  

We are all starting out as beginners 
together. 
 This is not just for the    
Senior High & Junior High.  This is 
for all who wish to participate.  We 
are all youthful at heart so lets help 
our “temples” feel that way as well.  
This is meant to be fun so bring your 
comfy clothes and 
lets get started!  
P r a y e r f u l l y      
consider joining 
us! 

Attention all 6th graders thru 12th graders and your friends! 
 We will be starting youth group meetings once again in August.  Join us for fun,       
fellowship and Bible Studies.  Our first meeting is scheduled for August 20th from 6-8pm.  (You 
will note that we changed the date from the 13th)  The youth meetings will be held on the  
second and fourth Sunday of each month after our first meeting unless a special notice is given. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU! By Margaret Fish 

 There are so many things I need to thank you for: the beautiful cards with notes, the   
flowers, the phone calls and the wonderful meals and visits.  Don and I appreciate everything.  The 
by-pass surgery is great.  It’s the infections in the leg incision that has set me back, but I am thankful 
to God, for all his help.  It has been encouraging hearing from everyone. 



 

   

FALL PROGRAMS By Denice Skinner 

 As YCSD (Youth and Childhood Spiritual Development Committee) begin their planning we would 
like more input from you.  Please take a little time to fill out and RETURN the following form to the church 
office, Denice Skinner, or place it in the YCSD mailbox located across from the Pastor’s office ASAP.  We 
will gather information in the hope of developing programs to fit our church families’ needs and wants. We 
are depending on God’s help and yours as we work together as the Body of Christ. 
 
 
 
Name: 
 

1. Will your family be joining us for a Wednesday evening intergenerational program?  If so, how 
many adults or children/youth will attend?  Please list the grade levels of the children/youth. 

 
 

 
2. Would you like a meal to be part of the evening? 

 
 

3. Would you be willing to help in setting up tables and chairs if dinner is part of the program? 
 
 

4. Would you be able to help in preparing a meal?  Heading up the kitchen or just as a helper?  
                                       
 
5. Would you be willing to plan and lead or assist in a craft or game night? 
 
 
6. We are also looking for lead teachers and helpers for BOTH Wednesday classes and Sunday 

school.  If you feel called to do either please let us know what age group you would like to 
teach or help with.  Would you like to teach a class for the whole teaching year or just a 
block of time (a month) rotating with other teachers? 

FELLOWSHIP EVENTS PLANNED FOR AUGUST By Denice Skinner 

Other events planned for August fellowship 
More details will be announced by email and in church 

 
August 19th:  Youth Group and Men of the congregation “Bike Outing” 
 
 
 
 
August 30th:  “Movie Night in the Garden” maybe, in the Commons, if bugs or 
   weather is too bad.  We will meet for a family movie, fellowship 
   and fun! 
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INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK OF METRO TOLEDO By Marilyn McAfee 

Thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped serve IHN families during the 
week of July 2, 2006.  We had four 
families, 6 adults, Julia 5, KeiAsia 4, 
KeiAndra 2, Christian 3 months,   
William 8 months and Mireya       
(Ma-rA-ya) 6 days!   It takes lots of 
food, staples, diapers, and volunteers 
to host 12 guests in God’s house for 
one week.  Fairgreen provided only 
two dinners but supplied twelve    
dinner hosts, five overnight hosts, the 
drivers and set-up and clean-up    
people.  Christ   Presbyterian hosted 
two dinners, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
hosted one dinner, Kyle Baker hosted 
one dinner and New Seasons Church 
served a picnic for the Fourth of July.  
Each support congregation brought       
several volunteers with them to help 
serve. We had overnight hosts from 
Salem and Monroe Street United       
Methodist congregations.  We had 
wonderful families who parented their 
children.  Please and thank-you and a 
prayer before each meal by the     
children was the norm!  Kwame (the 
proud new father of Mireya) whose 
homeland is West Africa helped the 
volunteers daily by emptying the    
dehumidifiers each morning and at 
some point all guests helped with 
dishes and garbage.  It was truly a 
beautiful week!  
  

 IHN will have a “walk-
through” by the Toledo Community 
Foundation at our Day Center, 434 
Western Avenue, sometime in      
August.  We understand this is a good 

sign as, hopefully, we will receive 
grant money for a full time case   
manager.  All our adults are          
participating in a new program called 
“Fearless Living” led by volunteer, 
Stephanie Cafarelli.  Stephanie      
arranged to get the books:  Change 
Your Life in 30 Days donated from 
the publisher, and is leading weekly 
activities with our families.  They have 
journal writing assignments and do 
personal assessments, identify goals, 
strengths and weaknesses.  The 
adults have all been working hard to 
complete their homework and report 
that this is worthwhile.  
 
 We continue to partner with 
Davis College for an intern office  
assistant five days a week for        
approximately 25 hours who assists 
with imputing data and helps the  
families with minor needs.  The Day 
Center is always in need of           
volunteers.  If you have skills in  
budgeting/managing your income you 
would be a welcome volunteer.   
 
 I hope you have taken the 
time to review the IHN annual report 
that was inserted in the  Sunday 
church bulletin a few weeks ago.  If 
not, please pick one up at the     
Welcome Center or call the Day 
Center at 419-242-5166 and they’ll 
gladly send you a copy.  Also if you 
have not already looked, please check 
o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.ihntoledo.org.  Elizabeth Tore, 
our Executive Director, has improved 
our site tremendously.  
  
 

 We just completed the rain 
date for the 100 Hole Golf Marathon 
held June 30 at Whiteford Valley Golf 
Club.  This is an important fundraiser 

for IHN.  Also, the One Child, One 
Night $15 monthly deduction from 
your checking account is still available 
for those who would like a           
convenient way to donate to IHN.  
 

 Thanks to Ed Wolff, Fred 
K ing ,  M i ke  Roadruck ,  J ohn    
MacPherson and Ken Bennett who 
mopped and sanitized the basement 
floors (due to the rain storms) prior 
to IHN week.  Thanks to Kelly James 
and Gardy Bandfield who helped   
vacuum water from the basement 
floors the morning of July 4th (again 
due to rains) and to George Kadesch 
who helped me sanitize the floors 
again and ready the building for our 
guests.  We sang praises to God for 
no more rain that week.   
 
 I am grateful for the support 
from Christ Presbyterian Church, St. 
Luke ’ s  Lu ther an  Church  i n          
Temperance, New Seasons Church 
(who share our sanctuary on Sunday      
afternoon) and to Kyle Baker for  
providing dinners during Fairgreen’s 
host week.  This is an outreach to 
families with children who know their 
Lord and Savior but who have lost 
their homes for various reasons, we 
ask not why.  We only open our arms 
and hearts and welcome them to our 
“house.”   Blessings to all for        
continued dedication and love for the 
IHN mission. 



MAY SESSION REPORT By Pat Gibson 
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BUGS OF THE BIBLE 
 

ANT 
BEE 
BEETLE 
CATERPILLAR 
CREEPING 
FLEA 
FLIES 
FLYING 
GNAT 
GRASSHOPPER 
HORNET 
HORSE LEECH 
KIND 
MOTH 
SCORPION 
SPIDER 
THING 
WORM  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  By Peg Winslow 
 
YTD Income as of 5/31/06                       $83,490.57 
YTD Expense as of 5/31/06                    ($89,773.00) 
Operating Loss as of 5/31/06                  ($ 6,282.43)      
 
Transfer from Capital Fund in January   $10,000.00 

THANK YOU! By Kay Monroe 

 I would like to thank Fred, Patti, Rachel and Derek Nordhoff for welcoming Kayle into their 
family and giving her a wonderful pet home.  Kayle had to retire as my service dog and although I 
love her very much she just could no longer do all the things I needed her to do anymore.  Through 
no fault of her own she had started making things more difficult for me rather than helping me and 
for this reason I could no longer keep her at my home.  She will be nine years old in October. 
 I would also like to thank the rest of my Fairgreen family and friends for their kindness,     
concern and love for both Kayle and me.  I will be forever grateful to the Nordhoff’s generosity and 
every ones love. 

A NOTE OF THANKS By Kathy Riley 
Dear Fairgreen Family, 
 I want to extend a sincere “Thank You” to all those who helped with the Interfaith Blood Drive     
Worship Service and reception.  It was a great success and it was made possible by all of your help!  Thank 
you again! 



Come join us for our 
Men’s Prayer   
Breakfast, on  

Saturday August 12 
from 8-9am in the 
Lounge where a        

Continental Breakfast 
will be served.  If you 
have any questions 

please feel free to call 
Mike Roadruck  
(419-536-1231) 
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Great Banquet 
Meetings 
For August 

 
Sunday, July 13 
Speakers Mtg. 

5-6pm 

Saturday, September 23, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.                                               

Fairgreen Presbyterian Church                                                                          

Top Brass! ~ A Fall Recital                                                                                                   
You’ll really enjoy this wonderful variety of pieces.  We’ll be playing selections 

commissioned for brass quintet; as well as other hearty selections arranged for 

brass quintet.  And as always, we’ll play familiar toe-tapping favorites.                

Come and Join Us!  

Sunday, July 20th 
#1 Team Mtg. 2:30-5:30pm 
Board Mtg. 4:30pm 
Gathering 6pm 

Come join us for Family 
Movie Night in         

Fairgreen’s Garden 
On Wednesday 
August 30, 2006 

More details to follow 

Men & Boy’s 
Bicycle Tour 

Saturday, August 19 
Featuring bicyclist  
Chuck Gibson 

More details to follow 



Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 
3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio  43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Reverend 
Pat Lawrence Shafer 

Home Phone 
419-841-7954 
Email address: 

revpat44@sbcglobal.net 
 

Fax: 419-475-6404 
E-mail address:  
fairgreen.church@ 
sbcglobal.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreenchurch. 

org 

Fairgreen  
Cooperative   
Preschool 

3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner 
Director 
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 Summer Worship 
Services 

9:30am Sanctuary 
11:00am Commons 
No Sunday School, Kids for 
Christ or F.R.O.G.S 

ADDRESS CORRECTION SERVICE REQUESTED 

July & August 
Office Hours 

Closed Monday’s 
Tues.-Thurs.~ 8:30-2:00PM 
Friday ~ 8:30-2:30PM 


