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 I took a little bit of time on Monday after the second of our two Spirit-filled 
Great Banquet weekends to go walking in the woods, an old habit of mine that I am 
reclaiming once again. I needed to take the time to just be out in nature walking so 
that so my body might have a chance to catch up with my spirit which was soaring 
from having spent not one, but two, 72 hour weekends with the Lord. 
 
 As I walked through the beauty of Oak Openings Park I was filled with such a 
sense of awe and gratitude to God for all that God has done for me and gifted me 
with in my life that I found my singing – out loud – to Lord as I walked along the 
trail. I don’t know just what there is about the fall – maybe it is the wonderful colors 
or the warm days and cool nights or just the smell of season – but even when my life 
is chaotic I have found this time of year to be one filled with thoughts of gratitude 
and thankfulness. How about you? What are you thankful for right now in 
your life? 
 
 After walking for a while I did sit down with my journal in hand and made a 
list of the blessings that God has given me lately. How about you? Have you 
taken time to pause, to make a list, to give God thanks for all of your bless-
ings?  Written inside the front cover of my journal was that inspiring poem on grati-
tude from The Circle of Life written by Joyce Rupp. I have shared this with you be-
fore but it is worth repeating and you will find in at the end of this message. 
 
 Several weeks ago as we were reading the stories on being lost and found in 
the 15th Chapter of the Gospel of Luke –you remember the stories of the lost sheep, 
the lost coin and the lost sons – we were reminded of the joy in heaven that is cele-
brated when we who have been lost are found through the grace and persistence of 
God. That is one of the things that I am most thankful for. How about you? I am 
also thankful for all the people God has placed in my life that told me with their 
words or showed me through their actions that God’s amazing and steadfast love 
was for me.  
 
 During this season of harvest blessings, take time to give thanks to God and 
to tell those people in your life that God has blessed you with that you are thankful 
for them as well. I will go first – this day and every day I give God thanks for the gift 
of all of you, for all the ways you love, care for and support this church and me. May 
God continue to bless us all. 
        Love and Prayers, 
            Rev. Pat 
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To be grateful for what is, 
Instead of underscoring what is not. 

 
To find good amid the unwanted aspects of life, 
without denying the presence of the unwanted. 

 
To focus on beauty in the little things of life, 

as well as being deliberate about he great beauties 
of art, literature, music, and nature. 

 
To be present to one’s own small space of life, 
while stretching to the wide world beyond it. 

 
To find something to laugh about in every day, 
even when there seems nothing to laugh about. 

 
To search for and to see the good in others, 

rather than remembering their faults and weaknesses. 
 

To be thankful for each loving deed done by another, 
no matter how insignificant it might appear. 

 
To taste life to the fullest, 

and not take any part of it for granted. 
 

To seek to forgive others for their wrongdoings, 
even immense ones, and to put the past behind. 

 
To find ways to reach out and help the disenfranchised, 

while also preserving their dignity and self-worth. 
 

To be as loving and caring as possible, 
in a culture that consistently challenges these virtues. 

 
To remember to say or send “thank you”  

for whatever comes as a gift from another. 
 

To be at peace with what cannot be changed. 
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Gratitude by Joyce Rupp 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 We’ve changed our day and time.  Please join us for a time of    
creating, fellowship and prayer.  We are in need of prayer shawls!  If you 
need yarn see Rev. Pat. 
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New Supplemental Hymnals To Be Purchased 
 At our most recent session meeting we reflected upon both successes 
and the challenges of moving from two to one worship service as we try to 
continue to honor both worshipping traditions. One of the difficulties that we 
have talked about is that we need both the words and music for those hymns 
that we sing that may not be as familiar to all who are now worshipping      
together. Therefore, the Worship Committee suggested and the Session agreed 
that we purchase a supplemental hymnal to make the transition easier. We 
have approved the purchase of a supplemental hymnal, Sing the Faith. This 
small hymnal which has been published by the Presbyterian Church, USA,    
contains many of the hymns that we have been singing especially during the 

second service as well as in the Great Banquet Community. For instance the Servant Song that we 
sing as send folks out on the mission trips comes from this little book as do the Baptismal Naming 
song and the “Let us be Bread” closing hymn we often sing after Communion. 
 
 We would like to invite to help purchase these hymnals. Is there some one that you would 
like to remember or to honor by purchasing Sing the Faith in their name? What a great Christmas 
gift that would be especially for the person who has everything. It will be a gift that keeps on    
giving as we use the hymnals to make a joyful noise onto the Lord for years to come. You will find 
envelopes for these gifts in the pew racks. Just fill out the information that is needed if you are 
giving the gift in honor of or in memory of someone, enclosed $13.00 per hymnal and drop your 
gift right in the offering plate.  Thanks for blessing the Lord and the church with your gifts. 

Confirmation Classes 
It is time for Confirmation Classes to begin. We have had our            
introductory gathering of young people and their parents. The first two 
classes will be held from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm on Sunday, November 
11th and 18th. Each one of the six young people who will be going 
through the classes will be assigned a mentor to walk with the. Is this 
something that you might fill called to do? If so, please call Rev. Pat at 
the church office as soon as possible. Please take some time to lift our 
young people up in prayer as well as they begin this 7 month journey 
into their Confirmation/Commissioning Classes. 

A Blessing Prayer for Today and Every Day 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has                  

been given to you. 
May you be content knowing you are a child of God. 

Let God’s presence settle into your bones 
allowing your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 

That presence is there for each and every one of us. 
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 DEACON’S CORNER 
 Thank you for making the 20th annual Chicken BBQ a success.  Whether you 
took your time to volunteer to work at the BBQ or provided food or just came to 
eat, we appreciate your participation.  The proceeds of $778 will support some of 
the Deacons’ programs including food distribution and flowers to welcome people 
home from the hospital. 
 
 Thank you for the many bags of groceries for our Food Pantry.  They were greatly 

needed and have served several families.   
 
 
 Please join us on Sat Nov 10th at the Silent Auction and Pasta Dinner    
followed by a concert by several Christian Artists performing a variety of music 
styles.  The Silent Auction begins at 5 PM.  Dinner seating is at 5:30.  The      
Veterans’ Tribute and Concert begins at 7 PM.  Please pick up your dinner tickets 
at the Welcome Center or call the church office to make your reservations.    
Seating is limited.   We will have a limited number of pre-arranged carry-outs.  
Please call the office if you need to order a carryout.  Tickets are $7 adults and 
$3.50 for children 10 and under.  These events are open to the public. A free will offering will be 
taken for the guest artists after the concert. 
 
 On Sun Nov 11th the Christian Artists will be joining us for the worship service. A potluck 
lunch will follow the service.  Please bring your favorite salad, entrée, vegetable, or dessert to share.  
Also bring your table service so we do not have to do dishes.  The Spirit Filled Star Spangled   
Weekend Gospel Artists are invited as our guests.  This will be our church community meal we have    
traditionally held the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  

 
 
 The Deacons are once again having a craft, book, and bake sale on    
Election Day, Tuesday, November 6th.  Please stop by to donate items,    
purchase items, or enjoy lunch. 
 

  
 
 Scrip cards are now available in the office.  See Darlene Hughes 
anytime during the hours of 8:30-2:00pm Monday through Friday.   
You can also purchase them at the Welcome Center on Sunday    
mornings.  Thank you for supporting this project.   
 
 

 
 

And Baked SaleAnd Baked SaleAnd Baked SaleAnd Baked Sale    

FAIRGREEN IS A BLESSING By Ed & Betty Wolff 

 Many times we have read in the Leaves where Fairgreen is one big 
happy family. 
 Once again this was proven with the “Pass the Torch” Swiss Steak 
Dinner.  Never have I seen so many people donate their time, talents and 
food as I did on that Tuesday to help raise money for chimes as a       
memorial to Don.  We may not have seen him there, but he was and he 
enjoyed everything and everyone.  Thanks Carol for organizing it all. 
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FAMILY PROMISE/IHN By Marilyn McAfee 

 On Tuesday, October 30 members of Fairgreen Church provided a dinner 
for four IHN families at Pilgrim Church consisting of four adults and 12            
children.  This was the week of Halloween and Pilgrim Church entertained the 
families with a great Halloween party which included pumpkin carving and “trick-r-
treating.”  This is Fairgreen’s last time in 2007 to host IHN families.  

 Shelters across the Toledo area are full.  Elizabeth Tore, Director of Family Promise/IHN 
turns families away daily; we are full.  During the weekend of November 2 – November 4 Family 
Promise participated in Toledo’s Tent City on the Civic Center Mall.  Toledo Area Alliance to End 
Homelessness has sponsored this event for several years in an effort to bring awareness to the 
homeless population.  Our Director is on this board and it is the first time ever that we have  
participated.  Living in a shelter is not easy for families, regardless of the reasons for their   
homelessness.  Think…what would you do, how would you react if you suddenly became    
homeless?  Not a pleasant thought, is it!  Our families work hard every day; they have hectic 
schedules to juggle.  And although our guests are most grateful for the hospitality they receive 
from us, the many volunteers, they too may get a little short tempered.  Please remember that 
they are under a lot of stress. These families need our prayers every day.  

 It may seem early, but actually the holidays are right around the           
corner.  Now is the time to order your fresh, 22-inch Fraser Fir wreath.   The 
cost is only $20 and a red bow is available upon request.   They will be ready for 
pick-up on Sunday, December 2nd.  Orders are being taken now through           
November 12.  These lovely wreaths make great gifts for friends and              

relatives.  They also provide months of decoration on grave sites.  Order blanks are on the    
Welcome Center or you may order by calling Marilyn McAfee at 734-847-3100. 

 The 100 Hole Golf Marathon was held on Friday, October 5th.  It was a HOT, 
humid day and I just could not golf 100 holes!  Thank you, Julie Murray, Ken & 
Nan Bennett, Betty Geniac, Linda Hoover, Kay Amendola, Jan & Len Anderson. 
Rev. Pat Shafer, Mary Ellen & Ken Campbell, Connie Winslow, Tim Eichenauer, 
Jean Powell, Web & Woody Cole, Carol & Dan Yeager, Fred & Bev King, Jean 

Burtch, and  Pat Gibson for supporting Family Promise and for helping me to raise dollars.  Your   
confidence in the work of this mission never goes un-noticed.  

FROM THE STEWARSHIP COMMITTEE 

 Did You Know?  IRA proceeds can become tax-free charitable gifts. 
A new federal law allows charitable gifts from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) without 
paying taxes on the distribution.  Here are a few of the key features of this gift option: 
• IRA investors who are at least 70 1/2 years old can make direct charitable transfers up to 

$100,000. 
• Gifts may be designated to support programs or areas of your choice. 
• The gift (money directly transferred to the charity) is not included in the IRA owner’s income 

and is not taxed.  In Ohio, you also avoid paying state income tax. 
• Currently, this gift option is scheduled to expire on December 31, 2007. 
    



MAY SESSION REPORT By Pat Gibson 
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SESSION ACTIONS FOR OCTOBER  By Peg Winslow 

Motion #1:  Approved Fred King as the Commissioner (with Woody Cole as the   
back-up) to the November 13, 2007 Presbytery Meeting.  M/P/C  
Motion #2:  Approved the minutes of the Stated Session Meeting held on September 
11, 2007.  M/P/C  
Motion #3:  Approved an Election Day bake sale and luncheon on November 6, 2007.  
M/P  
Motion #4:  Approved October 27, 2007 as Clean-Up Cay.  M/P  
Motion #5:  Approved a letter to go out to the congregation informing them of a  
Congregational Meeting to be held November 4, 2007, following the worship service, 
for the purpose of approving a change in pastoral status of Rev. Shafer, approving the 
2008 Terms of Call and electing officers for 2008.  M/S/P  
Motion #6:  Approved a Special Session meeting to be held October 21, 2007, at 
11:15 am, to receive a recommendation from the Personnel Committee.  M/P/C  
Motion #7:  Approved various budget line item overages.  M/P  
Motion #8:  Approved serving Holy Communion on October 21, November 4,        
November 18, December 2 and December 16, 2007.  M/P/C 
Motion #9:  Approved the purchase of supplemental hymnals.  M/P 
Motion #10: Approved the use of the church van by the Youth Group on October 20, 
2007; approved spending $10 per youth from the Youth Fellowship account for their 
October 20th outing; approved the use of the Commons for a Halloween Party on    
October 24, 2007; approved the collection of new socks as admission to the Halloween 
Party; approved that the expenses of the Halloween Party come from the Deacon’s  
Halloween Party account and the Yah-Way Fund.  M/P 
Motion #11: Approved receipt of all Session Committee reports received. M/S/C 
Motion #12: Approved spending $100 for the rental fee of Calvary Bible Chapel for 
the Spirit-Filled Star Spangled Weekend.  M/P 
Motion #13: To adjourn. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  By Peg Winslow 
 
YTD Income as of 9/30/07                           $ 150,096.62 
 
YTD Expense as of 9/30/07                        ($ 147,302.31) 
         
Operating Income as of 9/30/07                        2,794.31 
 
Repay 2006 Loan to Capital Fund                ($10,000.00) 
 
Net Loss after Loan Repayment                    ($ 7,205.69)     



MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 
Come join us in the lounge on Saturday,  
November 10  from 8-9am for a         
Continental Breakfast as we fellowship 
together and grow in Christ as we study 

the book of Acts.  
We encourage 
you to bring your 
bibles and to     
invite a friend.  If 
you have any 
questions call 
Mike Roadruck  at      
(419-536-1231) 
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Sunday, November 
18th 

Great Banquet 
Board Meeting 

4:30pm and     
Gathering at 6pm 

SPIRIT 

FILLED                 

STAR SPANGLED  

WEEKEND 

Saturday, November 10, 2007 ~ 

     Event Extravaganza  

 at Fairgreen Presbyterian Church 

 3220 W. Laskey Rd. Toledo, Ohio 

   

 5:00pm ~   Silent Auction 

 5:30-6:30pm ~  Spaghetti Dinner 

     Tickets: $7 Adults 

                                                 $3.50 Children 10 and under 

 Dinner seating limited.  For reservations and  

 tickets please call the church office at  

 419-475-4436. (Mon.-Fri. 8:30-2pm) 

 

 6:30-7:00pm ~ Pre Concert Tributes 

 7:00-9:30pm ~ Gospel Concert 

                 Friday, November 9, 2007 ~ 

           Gospel Concert 7pm 

           at Calvary Bible Chapel 

           3740 W. Alexis Rd. Toledo, Ohio 

                    Open to the Public (Free) 

Sunday, November 11, 2007 ~ 

 10:00am ~ Worship Service 

    at Fairgreen Presbyterian Church 

 (Guest Gospel Artists to participate in the service) 

AN EVENT HONORING VETERANS 



Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8:30am —2:00pm 

Fax: 419-475-6404 
E-mail address:  

fairgreen.church@ 
sbcglobal.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreenchurch. 

org 

Fairgreen  
Cooperative   
Preschool 

3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Coffee Hour  
11:00 AM 

Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 
3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Home Phone 
419-534-3739 
Email address: 

revpat44@sbcglobal.net 


