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Advent 2011 – From Darkness to Light 
 

 Advent announces the arrival of a new year for Christians. It is the first 
season of the Christian calendar. During Advent we remember and celebrate 
important events and get ready for others.  
 Beginning four weeks before Christmas, the season of Advent is        
supposed to be a special time of waiting and preparing. It is a time when   
Christians get ready to experience again the story of God’s Messiah, Jesus – the 
Light of the World – who came to the people of Israel over two thousand years 
ago to rescue a world darkened by suffering, death, and pain.   Advent is also a 
time when Christians embrace the hope that Jesus will come again. 
 During this time of year we celebrate the good news that the Light of  
Jesus has pierced the darkness of evil. At first the Light was only a dim glow, a 
point of light envisioned by prophets. But then it sparkled to life as a baby in a 
manger. From this small beginning, the Light has grown and spread, overtaking 
the darkness, so that someday the darkness will be no more. The world will 
wake up to the dawn of a new day. It will be reborn as a new creation. During 
Advent we celebrate the coming of this Light and look forward to illuminating 
the entire world. 
 But Advent is more than just waiting for the darkness to end. It is also 
about helping to overcome that darkness. As children of the Light, we share in 
the Light and bear the Light everywhere we go. We are to shine as rays of hope 
to all we meet by what we do, what we say, and how we live. As we travel the 
road to Advent, we are to illuminate the world around us. (From illuminate: An 
Advent Experience) 
 That is the call, the charge, the challenge we have before us again this 
Advent season; we are to be bearers of hope and of light. The first step in     
fulfilling our call is to worship together on Sunday and/or Wednesday night. The 
messages will be all about light, about illumination. As we embrace the familiar 
practices of prayer, storytelling, Scripture reading, holy conversation and acts of 
mercy, we hope to bask in the hope, love, joy and peace of the Light and then 
share the Light, and all its gifts, with others. In this path of watching, waiting, 
living and doing, we will experience the extraordinary – that God came to us 
once as a helpless infant and God will come again as our reigning    Savior and 
Lord.  
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NEW BEGINNINGS COTTAGE MEETINGS ~ Thoughts and ReflectionsNEW BEGINNINGS COTTAGE MEETINGS ~ Thoughts and ReflectionsNEW BEGINNINGS COTTAGE MEETINGS ~ Thoughts and Reflections   

  

Wednesday Night Advent Gatherings ~ November 30, December 7, 14, 21 - These informal 
worship services will center around ―The Journey” by Adam Hamilton. We will view a short video clip 
and then enter into a time of reflection, song and prayer followed by cookies, coffee and holy          
conversation. There will be a special ―Star Time‖ for children, so bring them along.  

 
Sunday Morning Worship ~ We will use a variety of texts from the Lectionary to explore our theme 
of ―Laughing Light‖. Yes! That is Laughing Light – Light that shines upon us, before us and among us. 
The title comes from a new Advent hymn which we will sing each Sunday after we light the Advent 
Candles. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5) 
We will explore that Laughing Light as we explore: Hope in the Light, Love with the Light, Joy for the 
Light and Peace through the Light, and then on Christmas morning itself – Laughing Star Light! 

 
Christmas Eve Worship ~  

Early Service – 5pm   This will be an interactive, intergenerational worship service where we 
will look for God’s gift of Laughing Light. Yes! We will be looking here there and everywhere for 
gifts to unwrap, gifts that won’t be found under our tree. 
 

Traditional Communion and Candlelight Service – This service will include the lighting of 

the Candle Crèche as well as a wide variety of music. Come prepared to celebrate the Light and 

to sing! 

First and foremost, I heard within the many conversations that we can and should celebrate who and 
whose we are. We can celebrate that so many of our members gave of their time and energy to     
completely engage this process as we work to both celebrate and redefine our church ministries. But 
we are not there yet. The completion of the Cottage Meetings brings us to the next step – a time of 
discernment by all of our church officers at their 2012 Leadership Retreat.  
 

What follows are my understandings of the answers to these questions: 
What did we hear; what will we celebrate; what challenges will we accept all to the glory of God?  
  
Worship ~ We celebrate our worship services. We heard that it is important for us to come together to 
give God thanks and praise. And yet we are wondering what bold steps we might need to take to make 
our worship even more worshipful as we address the concerns raised about our music. How do we best 
use the musical gifts we have while trying to address the very diverse understandings of what         
worshipful music is?  
 
Mission ~ We celebrate what we do within our church and our larger community even as we        
wondered what we might need to be doing in our neighborhood. We respond generously to those who 
come to our doors but what about those who do not? What about those that live the closest to us,          
                                                                                                           Continued on the next page                                                                                                        
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especially the children? We can celebrate the 3 and 4 year old child that benefits from our Christian 
value-based, academically excellent pre-school but what about the elementary school or pre-teen young 
people in our area? How can we use our space and our people to provide after-school tutoring or  
physical activities for some of these young ones? How might we work with other Christian churches in 
our neighborhood to fulfill the perceived need? The bold step we take may be naming the actual needs 
and finding ministry partners to address them.  
 
Discipleship ~ We celebrate our discipleship efforts both within the church (Adult Bible Studies,     
Lectionary Studies, Advent and Lenten worship, etc.) and within the community (Great Banquet, Men’s 
Bible Study, Share groups, etc.) but what about a Christian Education release time opportunity where 
we invite young people from within our church and our neighborhood to join us several times a month 
to learn the God stories and Christian values? 

  
Hospitality, Prayer and Pastoral Care ~ We celebrate our care of one another (our prayer chain, 
the work of our deacons, our card and lamb ministries, etc.) but a bold step for us may be to re-commit 
ourselves to a more structured system of prayer and pastoral care through the Stephens Ministry.  

  
Our Building ~ We can celebrate all that we have done to maintain and update our church. It suits 
our ministries well but then again we may need to take that next bold step to add showers and to   
consider air-conditioning parts of our building so that we can continue the ministries we are now       
engaged in while opening ourselves up for new and expanded ministries with marriage encounter, 
youth groups, sports teams, the homeless, and/or hosting IHN/Family Promise.  
 
Yes! We recognized that we are already doing much which leaves some of us tired.  We recognize that 
some of us are getting older and are not able to do what we have done in the past.  But neither of 
those facts dismiss us from finding ways to answer God’s call to be a vital Body of Christ in this place at 
this time. The conversations as well as the assessment report have given us the opportunity to see 
what we need to add, to change, to let go of or to do exactly the same. We are not there yet - there 
will be more to come as a specific action plan grows out of the conversations we have had and will  
continue to have.  
 
A special thank you goes out to our conveners, Patti Nordhoff, Joyce Koback, Fred King, Cindy     
Bosley-Smith and Pat Gibson who are using their leadership skills to lead us through this process. As we 
await the unfolding of the new beginning of yet another Advent season may we also await the          
unfolding of our new beginnings as a church.  
 

Blessings, Rev. Pat 



 

 

 In our December issue we are featuring Ed Wolff — 
he has shared with us about his life here at Fairgreen.   
 Ed lived on Whitney Street when he was young and he, his mom 
and family walked to Rosewood Church.  Ed said ―at that time there were 
about 400 members. ―   
 Ed went to Scott High School and then on to Toledo University and 
then he joined the Army.  He was stationed in Germany for 2 years and 
then returned to the states—to Florida—that’s where he met Betty.  He 
decided (after working in his field and making very little money) to go back 
and get his degree. 
 Ed and Betty were married in 1963 and later moved to Toledo.  They are now residing at West 
Park Place, 3501 Executive Parkway Apt.535, Toledo Ohio 43606.  They both are very happy there and 
Ed says ―the food is good and he is starting to regain his thirty pound weight loss‖.  Betty loves to eat the 
shrimp cocktail each evening along with the chocolate ice cream. 
 Ed said ―his favorite foods are steak, German potato salad, but that the German Festival is the only 
true place to get German potato salad!‖  Ed is beginning to meet new people in their new home.  He 
talked about the chimes at Fairgreen (His son Don’s Memorial) and how when he is here at Fairgreen he 
quietly sits in his car as he loves to hear the chimes playing the various songs.  Ed shared that Don was 
the best thing that ever happened to him and that Don taught him what love was and how to give it 
away.  Ed was amazed at Don’s love for God and Fairgreen Church and how proud Ed was when Don  
became a Deacon and an usher too! 
 Ed & Betty are now blessed with a beautiful granddaughter who is 15 months old.  She has those 
magical and beautiful eyes that don’t miss anything.  Ed has always been active in church, as he loved 
serving on the Building and Grounds Committee.  He misses being able to physically participate any 
longer due to some health issues.  His mind and ideas never quit though—he just discussed an ―idea‖ he 
has to end some of the surface water problems in the church basement and the committee is going to 
look into it. 
 We are blessed by the love that Ed and Betty have shown to all of us.  Interviewed by Carol 
Yeager 
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GOD’S SERVANTS AT FAIRGREEN GOD’S SERVANTS AT FAIRGREEN GOD’S SERVANTS AT FAIRGREEN    

STARS! STARS! STARS!STARS! STARS! STARS!STARS! STARS! STARS!   

  

 STARS! STARS! STARS! ~ It is time to replace some of our 

Christmas decorations. As beautiful as our tree and our white and gold 

Chrisoms have been they are beginning to show a great deal of wear. 

We have been given a new multi-colored Christmas tree and we are looking for some new decorations. 

Since our theme this year (Arise! Shine!) and this season (Laughing Light) have been all about 

light, we invite you to bring stars to decorate our tree this year. Any size, any color, any kind – bring 

them one and all. Put your names on them or the date – 2011. Buy them, make them; any and all stars 

will be welcomed. Place them in the Star Collection Basket in the narthex each week and the children 

will place them on the tree with some of the still useable decorations from the past.  



As Advent approaches, we will be having 
special worship services each Wednesday evening at 7pm.  Adults and children 
will begin in the sanctuary and after a short message, the children will go the  
Geneva Room downstairs for their own Advent Wednesday program.  This year it 
is called ―Follow the Star‖ based on Matthew 2:2.  There will be a Bible story, a 
craft or two, a snack and games which will relate to the theme.  The children will join their  family for 
cookies after the adult worship is over.  This will take place on the following Wednesdays: November 30 
and December 7, 14, and 21st.  
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FOLLOW THE STAR!FOLLOW THE STAR!FOLLOW THE STAR!   

 
  

 
  

 

ILLUMINATION CELEBRATION! By YCSDILLUMINATION CELEBRATION! By YCSDILLUMINATION CELEBRATION! By YCSD   

 Plan to stay a few minutes after church on Sunday, December 11!  Come to the 
Commons, after worship, and engage in an interactive activity for all ages!! 
 Come join us for sparkling juice, star fruit, and star-shaped cookies (among other 
goodies!) plus special craft activities starring the children!  There will be cookie        
decorating, ornament-making and yarn ―sewing‖.  Plan to be part of the Fairgreen   
Family Festivities! 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION TIME!SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION TIME!SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION TIME!   

 For anyone applying or reapplying for the Foster Scholarship, the deadline 
for application for the Winter/Spring 2012 semester is December 15. 
 Whether you are a first time applicant or reapplying, the form is the same.  It is found in the 
wall file outside of Peg Winslow’s office or the application can be given to you electronically by   
contacting Darlene Hughes in the church office. 
 Either send completed applications by email to patmgibson@hotmail.com or place them in an 
envelope marked ―Scholarship Application‖ and place this in the Scholarship box across from the 
pastor’s office. 

 The Scholarship Committee: Pat Gibson, Bill Smith, Dick Schroeder and Barb Roadruck 

 Never before in my life have I felt so loved and cared for by a group of people.  Fairgreen 
surely lives up to its ―Family name‖ and Christian convictions.  Your models of strength and belief in 
God led me to journey into a very uncertain surgery with 100% pure faith in my Savior, Jesus Christ.  
I am a different person because of all of you: it feels so secure and wonderful to pray and to trust 
God. 
     I am so very grateful for the encouragement to go ahead with this life-changing surgery.  Thank 
you all for the prayers for healing and for strength for both my family and me.   Thank you also for 
the flowers which brought cheer to my hospital room and the home-cooked meals which brought the 
healing nutrition I needed.  (Michelle and Byron also enjoyed every last morsel of every meal and are 
equally as grateful!)                                                          With joy, Lynn, Byron and Michelle Harris 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU!A SPECIAL THANK YOU!A SPECIAL THANK YOU!   
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FAIRGREEN WOMEN’S RETREAT By Pat GibsonFAIRGREEN WOMEN’S RETREAT By Pat GibsonFAIRGREEN WOMEN’S RETREAT By Pat Gibson   

FINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg WinslowFINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg WinslowFINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg Winslow   

 
Year To Date Income as of 10/31/11 $133,334.15                  $144.571.34           
Year To Date Expense as of 10/31/11    ($163,803.86)         ($157,952.34)                 
 
Operating Loss as of 10/31/11        ($30,469.71)                  ($13,381.00) 

 

  

Any 2011 offerings to Fairgreen (Operating budget or for any other purpose) must be 
received into the church office no later than Thursday, December 29, 2011, in order to 
be recorded as a 2011 contribution.  All offerings received on or before this date, are 
considered to be for 2011, unless you specify on your envelope that it is for year 2012. 

 
If you have any outstanding invoices, you need to have them approved and into the 
church office no later than Wednesday, December 28, 2011. 
 
The year 2012 per capita apportionment is $27.71 per person.  There will be a per    
capita giving envelope in the offering envelope packet that you will receive.  We ask 
that you wait until after the first of the year to pay your per capita.  Thank you. 

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS, OUTSTANDING INVOICESYEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS, OUTSTANDING INVOICESYEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS, OUTSTANDING INVOICES   
                                       AND PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENTAND PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENTAND PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT   

 Our Women’s Retreat is not until March, but now is the time to 
put the date on your calendar!  We will be back at the Lial Center in 
Whitehouse, Ohio.  The first to sign up will have a private room with an 
attached bathroom.  Other rooms are individual with a shared restroom 
area.  
 The Women’s Retreat is Friday, March 2, 2012 arriving at 7pm 
through Saturday, March 3, 2012 ending at 3pm.  The cost per person is 
$40.00.  This cost includes room, bedding and towels.  Each women will 
be asked to bring a snack, breakfast or lunch item.  Registration will   
begin in February.  Details about the retreat will be forthcoming in the 
January/February Leaves newsletter and in the church bulletins.      
Scholarships are available  
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERINGCHRISTMAS JOY OFFERINGCHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING   

We are asking that you set aside the following dates and times, 
Friday, January 6th (7pm) through Saturday, January 7th (5pm) 
to attend the Elder/Deacon Retreat at the Lial  Renewal Center 
in Whitehouse Ohio.  It is important that all out-going, currently 
serving and incoming elders and deacons attend this planning 
event!   Your confirmation needs to be called into Darlene in the 
church office, before Monday, January 2nd.  The cost is $40 per 
person.  Scholarships are available. 

The Church Office will be closed on  December 26, 2011 
and January 2, 2012.  Wishing you all a very Merry  
Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

The Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday,        
December 11th right after the service for the election of      
officers and to approve Rev. Pat’s Compensation Package for 
2012. 

Ordination and Installation of Officers, will take place during 
the worship service on Sunday, January 8, 2012. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGCONGREGATIONAL MEETINGCONGREGATIONAL MEETING   

HOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURSHOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURSHOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS   

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERSORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERSORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS   

WE  ARE   

CONNECTED AS  
GOD'S PEOPLE --      

WE ARE CHRISTMAS 

JOY PEOPLE.  

This year we will receive the offering on December 18, 24 
and 25, 2011. There will be special envelopes placed in 
the bulletins for all these services.  It is our opportunity 
to reach out beyond our own community to the broader 
church that we are connected to and help in many ways.  

ELDER/DEACON RETREATELDER/DEACON RETREATELDER/DEACON RETREAT   
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Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 

3220 Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Cell Phone:  

419-215-2939 
Email address: 

revpat44@ 
sbcglobal.net 

 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Coffee Hour 
11:10am 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday            
8:30—2:00pm 
E-mail Address : 

 fairgreen.church@  
sbcglobal.net 

Fax: 419-475-6404 

Fairgreen Cooperative   
Preschool 

3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner, Director 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreen church.org 

 

 


