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From The Pastor’s Desk…. 
 
It does not seem possible that it has been a little more than a month since our 
return from the Holy Land and the end of the first three weeks of my         
Sabbatical. Things went back to “normal” so quickly as I stepped back into the 
day in day out blessings and responsibilities of being your pastor. There have 
been worship services to plan, pastoral calls to make, weddings and funerals to 
attend to, meetings to moderate, Great Banquet events to participate it, and 
celebrations galore as we celebrated our Food Pantry Ministry, welcomed new 
members, and confirmed our confirmands. Looking from the outside in one 
might say that things are just as they always were before I walked through the 
Holy Land. 
 
And yet things are not the same because I am not the same – I have changed 
from the inside out in ways that I can not yet begin to describe. I have entitled 
my Sabbatical Journal “Steps” because it is a record of the steps that I took 
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually during my three week          
adventure. Yes! I was only gone for three weeks but in so many ways it 
seemed longer.  
 
Many of you have asked, “What is different?” I often reply, “Many things.” Yet 
the biggest difference is in the way I hear the Word of God. Having taken 
those steps, I have images in my head when I read the God stories that I 
never had before. I am a visual person. Words come alive for me when the 
story teller paints a picture for me. That is just one of the reasons that I love 
the book of Isaiah and the Psalms. The authors paint pictures of God and of 
God interacting with humanity in powerful ways. I can see the words as I   
visualize the emotions and reactions. I have always been able to see that 
green valley or that shaking mountain or the wilderness that the stories speak 
of.  
 
But now I can take even more of the stories and visualize them. I can read 
about Jesus walking through the Jezereel Valley with all of its lushness and see 
him plucking the grains of wheat in a way I could not do so before. They were 
harvesting the wheat while we were there.  I can see him resting on the boat 
on the Sea of Galilee and wading in the Jordan River. Did you know that the 
Jordan River is full of catfish? I can envision him walking the hills surrounding 
the Sea with crowds of people following him and I can see him inviting them to 
sit down and to be feed, with the word and with bread, in ways that I could 
not before.                                                      Continued on the next page 
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Having walked through the fields and the desert; having prayed in the gardens and along the Way 
of the Cross; having worshiped in the Shepherds Fields and on the Mount of Olives; having      
journeyed into Nazareth and Bethlehem and Jericho, all those Biblical stories now have a visual – a 
video, if you would – that plays in my head and in my heart as I read the words. I guess what I 
am trying to say is that the living Word of God is alive in new and different ways for me now!    
Because of the steps that I have taken I have changed from the inside out and because of that 
change my response to God will never be the same. Thank you again for making this experience 
possible. What a gift it has been for me and I pray that the changes in me will be a gift for all of 
you.  
 
If you want to hear even more about our experience I invite you all to join us (meaning the 2009 
Israel pilgrims - Gina, Dick, Linda, Pat, Kendy and myself) for a Pot-luck supper and presenta-
tion on Wednesday, June 24, 2009 here at the church. We will have more videos and pictures 
than you can imagine but we promise not to show you all of them. Please bring a dish to share 
and you own place settings. We will begin supper at 6:30pm and our program at 7:15pm. We 
promise not to keep you too late. 
 
        Blessings,  
        Rev. Pat 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As many of you know that Book of Psalms has always fascinated me. During my Sabbatical time I 
read several interesting books on the psalms and as you know from listening to be carry on about 
my trip to Israel I gained intriguing insight into the Psalms of Ascent. Therefore I would like to   
offer a Summer Study Series on the Psalms. We will look at the book itself and its various parts. 
We will also study the different kinds of psalms that we find there and as we do so I will invite you 
to look at the psalms as poetry and hymns. Please join me in the lounge whenever you can for a 
time of study and conversation. I will invite each of you to share your favorite psalm so start     
deciding just which one that is for you.  
 
We will be meeting on Sunday July 5, 19, 26 and August 2, 30 at 11:15am in the lounge. 
 
 

Volume VII   Issue 6 & 7   

 Continued From The Pastor’s Desk... 



  

Page 3 

  

REVOLUNTIONARY PATIENCE  
Recently I preached a sermon about the growth of a 2000 year-old date palm tree seed that had 
been found at Masada, an ancient fortress located in the Judean Desert overlooking the Dead Sea. 
The writer of the article talked about the effort it took to find new life in this ancient seed. “For me 
that “two-thousand-year-old date palm seed is a symbol of hope.” * Melannie Svoboda went on to 
say that it took patience – revolutionary patience – to make this happen. I like that phrase and I 
continue to ponder just what that phrase might mean for the church – for Fairgreen!  
 
Svoboda says in her article that we are called to be people of hope and that in order to be people of 
hope we must not only have this revolutionary patience but that we must be willing to work. Yes! It 
takes a lot of revolutionary patience to accomplish most anything especially at church. 
 
It has taken patience and a willingness to work to accomplish all that we have so far through our 
Jeremiah Task Force. We plan to celebrate those accomplishments in the fall as we recognize all 
those who have “been willing to work.” Hopefully we will have even more to celebrate by then as 
the session is now considering the next steps to take – this time in the sanctuary. We are trying to 
be patient as we deal with the realities of the economy and the schedules of our very busy people. 
We do know that we can do so much more if we do some of the work ourselves and that is what we 
are trying to do. We have already put into place plans to paint the Education Wing hallways so 
watch for that change. 
 
Some of us have not been quite so patient with the process of replacing the grass and the gardens 
that were lost last year when we redid our foundation. But our patience will pay off soon! And it will 
be revolutionary provided we have those willing workers. Our 2009 Junior and    Senior High 
Mission Trip will not only include serving at various mission projects around Toledo, it will include 
a Fairgreen Service Project. With the help of the Building and Grounds  Committees we hope to   
reconstruct the gardens. A new fence will be added, additional roses and shrubs will be planted, 
what we have already will be trimmed and weeded and 2 small patios and a walkway of pavers will 
be laid. Hopefully we will finally get those Mother’s Day tomatoes in the ground! 
 
 Can you help? See the sign up sheets in the narthex! We need people to work with us on: 
  Monday, June 22 ~        Noon to 5pm 
  Tuesday, June 23 ~        9am to 2pm 
  Wednesday, June 24 ~  9am to noon 
            1pm to 3pm 
  Thursday, June 25 ~   3pm to 6pm 
 
Often times we are so willing to point out what has not been done – we show our impatience not 
only with others but with ourselves. Thank heavens that our God is God of revolutionary patience. 
In gratitude for all the times that God has been patient with us let us continue to be people of hope 
– people who are patient and people who are willing to work to the glory of God to bring about 
revolutionary change whether that is within ourselves, within our faith communities or within our 
church gardens. Svoboda says that people of hope “are ready at every moment to help the birth of 
that which is ready to be born.” What is ready to be born here at Fairgreen? Let us see and cherish 
all signs of new life whether it is in the grass seed, a fresh coat of paint, a newly decorated       
bathroom, a tomato plant, a Bible study or faith sharing class, a meal shared or a song sung. Let us 
see the hand of God!  
*When the Rain Speaks: Celebrating God’s Presence in Nature by Melannie Svoboda, SND 
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 THE CONFIRMANDS By Anna Jones 
  
 

After two years of study Fairgreen     
Presbyterian Church welcomed its 
newest class of Confirmands on    
Pentecost  Sunday, May 31, 2009. 
 
Emma Bosley-Smith 
 
Aaron Winslow 
 
Jesse Murray 

Emma Bosley-Smith ~ is the daughter of Shannon and Cindy Smith.  She has completed her 
sophomore year at Maumee High School.  Art, specifically drawing, is one of her favorite things to 
do.  When talking about confirmation class, she says “Writing my statement of faith was a memory 
I will take with me.  I’d thought about those things before, but it wasn’t in the same way as    
writing it down.  This church helped me build and maintain a solid foundation of faith and friends”. 
 
 
Aaron Winslow ~ “The church is a special place—a place of holiness, friendship and love, always 
supportive and helpful” is a part of Aaron’s statement of faith.  Aaron has completed his freshman 
year at Whitmer High School.  He enjoys bike racing, sailing and basketball.  A special memory 
from confirmation class is the overnights spent learning about the church and time with friends.  
Aaron, another third generation Fairgreen member, is the son of Dan and Peg Winslow and the 
grandson of Connie Winslow. 
 
 
Jesse Murray ~ A third generation Fairgreen member, is the son of Julie Murray and grandson of 
Dan and Carol Yeager.  Jesse has completed his sophomore year at Whitmer High School where 
he was a member of the football team and also a wrestler.  He can often be seen at Fairgreen 
helping with dinners or caring cupboard.  He says “Fairgreen and its fellowship are as close to me 
as my family and as caring as my closet friends”. 
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 FAMILY PROMISE/IHN By Marilyn McAfee  
  
 It’s volunteers that make up Family Promise/IHN.  So many thanks 
to Fairgreen members who willingly commit an evening serving families 
temporarily without housing.  It’s Connie Winslow, Carol Yeager, Nancy 
MacPherson, Fred and Bev King, Jean Burtch, Judy  Stuart, Joyce Koback, 
Ken and Mary Ellen Campbell, Nan and Ken Bennett who without fail    
always ask if there is anything they can do to help host an evening at one 
of our support congregations.  Blessings abound!  In June we hosted 

families at Pilgrim and Hampton Park Christian Churches.  During the week of August 2, we will 
again volunteer at Hampton Park.  So many times we see young moms with babies; it’s           
heart-breaking and prayers for these young families are especially needed during these uncertain 
times. 
 
 As a mission project for the youth at Fairgreen, they will be hosting IHN families at St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church in downtown Toledo.  What a great opportunity for our young people 
where they will take a giant step from their comfort zone to show their true “Spirit”. How great is 
that! 
 
 As part of our commitment to the Viva South Toledo Community Development Corp., on   
Saturday, June 13 Family Promise board members along with other volunteers cleaned the alley 
near two gardens behind Western Baptist Family Center and the Broadway corridor in preparation 
for the Mexican American Fiesta.  
 
 As many of you are aware, the Kroger Cares program as we knew it has ended.  Currently 
Family Promise is receiving NO percentage dollars for purchases made at any of the Kroger stores.   
A new program using the Kroger Plus Card was implemented May 1st and we expect to be “on line” 
with this program soon.  An announcement will be made when we are signed up. Thanks again  
Fairgreen for your great support of the Kroger Cares Program. 

 2009-2010 WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY By Pat Gibson  
 Joshua: A Journey of Faith is the title overarching the nine lessons on the book of 
Joshua for the Women’s Horizon Bible Study. 
 
 What we will explore, says author Mary Mikhael, will be “challenging and sometimes    
heartrending.  We’ll be pursuing such themes as leadership, the 
promise of land, the concept of ‘holy war’ and outsiders becoming 
insiders as we seek to find rest in the justice and mercy of God.” 
 
 All women are invited to this Bible study which meets in the 
church lounge once a month on the third Monday at 4pm, starting in 
September. 
 
 The cost of the study booklet is $6.00 (plus shipping and   
handling).  Please let Darlene Hughes, in the church office, know if 
you are interested at 419-475-4436 by Friday, August 14th.  She will 
then confirm with you the total book cost, before ordering.       
Scholarships are available! 
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Dear Fairgreen Family, 
 
 Thank all of you so much for your prayers and cards and flowers.  I especially want to thank 
Betty Schimmel for all of the phone calls to check on me and visit with me, and Joanne Crammond 
for all of the special hand-written notes she sent me.  I would also like to thank Gayle Bell for  
bringing me to the Palm Sunday Service and breakfast and thank you for everyone who, as always, 
offered to help me in getting my food and cleaning up after me. 
 
 I have been away for so many months that I cannot remember the last time I was able to 
drive myself to church.  If everything continues as it has been the last few weeks, I might be able to 
make it to church before you read this. 
 
 Thank you again and God bless all. 
 Kay Monroe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To the Sunday School and Lucas Ott, Jack Hagmeyer, Emma Bosley-Smith, Jesse Murray, Aaron 
Winslow, Denice Skinner, Linda Hoover and Joanne Crammond, 
 
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU! 
 
 I Thank You for the new brief case.  I did need a new one, as the old one was breaking apart 
and I had to wire it together to keep the case closed and to keep things I need to carry to service 
inside. 
 
 Blessings, 
 Art Sattler 
 Church School Superintendent  
 

A COUPLE OF SPECIAL THANK YOU’S 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO CAROL YEAGER  By Kay Monroe 

 I wish I could have shared in the celebration of your 25 years of untiring dedication to the 
food pantry mission and all of the people you have helped and continue to help.  Including all the 
time you dedicate outside of Fairgreen to help those in need.  I want you to know that your are a 
true inspiration and fantastic roll model for all.  I don’t know anyone who has dedicated themselves 
to such worthy causes the way you have.  I am proud of you and proud to be able to call you my 
friend.  I have no doubt that you have made our Father and Lord and Savior very happy. 



 
 
 

 

FATHERS’ DAY BREAKFAST:  On Sunday, June 21st we will be having another 
EGGS n ‘CAKES breakfast. Scrambled eggs, sausage, pancakes, coffee cakes, 
fruit, juice, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate will be served from 9 to 10 and 11:15 
to noon.  The free will offering will benefit the many Deacons’ programs.  If you 
would like to donate food or help with the breakfast please talk to Jan Anderson.   
 

 
SCRIP: Are you ever in the mood for a quick (and healthy) sub sandwich?  Do 
you treat yourself (and others) to ice cream on hot, summer nights?  We HAVE 
what you NEED!!  Stop by the Welcome Center on Sundays before or after    
services or see  Darlene during the week for...SUBWAY. PENN STATION, or  
HANDELS Scrip cards.  Checking out the sales?  We have Kohl's and Elder 
Beerman cards.  Buying fresh summer produce?  We sell Monnettes and 

Anderson cards.  Thanks to all who support this Deacon money raising effort.     R e -
member: lots of cards are available...Just see the list to special order. 
 

 
Ice Cream Social: Come join the Deacons for an ice cream social in memory of 
Dick Bell at the Darlington Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on Sunday, July 19th 
at 1:30pm.  One of Dick’s “hopes and wishes” for a church mission will come to 
fruition as we gather at the nursing center carrying ice cream flavors, a variety of 
toppings, and fruits (and hopefully a few, cheery balloons).  The Deacons are 
funding this special tribute, but we need many smiles, listening hearts, and happy 
spirits to spread joy to the clients.  We also intend to distribute prayer shawls.  
Come along with the shawls you make and cherish the smiles as you wrap  

                           a friend in prayer.  Please watch for the sign up list in July at the Welcome Center  
                           to arrange possible carpooling after church. 
 
 

 
Food Pantry: Pounds of food carefully “sculpted” onto cart and wagons floats 
were paraded down the main aisle of Fairgreen on Sunday, May 24!  What a fun 
and creative way to celebrate the 25th year of the Food Pantry Mission.  God is so 
good; His timing is so exact.  The pantry shelves were very bare by the end of 
May, after often serving fifteen to eighteen families on Fridays at the pantry.  
Tons of thanks to all who donated food and taxables of any amount and kind.  
Gratitude also for the many monetary donations that continue to generously come  

                            into the Deacons for this mission.  The extra “icing” on the day’s joy was the   
   honoring of Carol Yeager as we dedicated all donations in her name.               
                            Congratulations Carol…. Well Done God and Faithful Servant.  (This is now the  
                            official beginning of your next 25 years!!) 
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 THE DEACONS CORNER 



          
 

PEANUTS!        POPCORN!        CRACKERJACKS! 
 
 
Hay! BATTER, BATTER SWING!  Swing into the game by joining the Fairgreen family 
and friends for a night of hotdogs, ice cream, pop, baseball and fireworks!   
 
The Outreach Committee with thanks to Dan Winslow 
has planned a Fairgreen Fellowship Night at the Mud 
Hens Fifth Third Field for Friday evening at 7pm on 

July 24th.  Tickets will be available at the Welcome Center or see one of 
the Winslow’s starting in mid June.  The cost per ticket is $9 each, as it is 
a fireworks night. 
 
   

 
 
 

A gift of blood, a “Celebration of Life.”  
 

 The 22nd Annual Interfaith Blood Drive will be held at Grace 
Lutheran Church on June 20th and 21st from 9am — 3pm.   Grace 
Lutheran Church is located at 4441 Monroe St. 
 
 I know some Fairgreen members have been regular donors 
for many years.  Perhaps this is the time to join them.  I was 
amazed to learn that 300 units of blood are needed each day to 
meet the needs of area hospitals. 
  
 If you have any questions please call Dorothy Friedrick at 
419-841-4652 or Carol Meuser at 419-842-0507. 
 
 
 

 
  

 We have been looking through directories, address books and yearly 
reports to find you.  Now we are asking you to come out—come out    
wherever you are!  Let us know your name. 
  
 We must find people who are willing to teach the adult class that 
meets in the lounge on Sunday after the Worship Service. 
 
 If you are able and happy to do that for a period of 3, 4, 5, 6 weeks or more, give us a call—we 
are in the church directory.  You can call Rev. Pat at 419-215-2939 or Alice Cole at 419-833-1394 or Bill 
Henning at 734-856-2881. 
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME By Outreach Committee 

A SPECIAL GIFT OF LOVE  

TEACHERS, TEACHERS, WHERE ARE YOU? By Alice Cole 



  
 
 
 

 Stewardship reminds members that we are accountable for how 
we use what God has given us in abundance! 
 
 As I ponder the scripture found in Matthew 25: 19-21, I feel very 
uneasy.  It is true God’s gifts are all around us— We see, hear, smell, 
taste and touch them each day.  We experience God’s greatness in    
nature: Mountains—trees, flowers, oceans, lakes and rivers— in the joy of friends—in children’s eyes, in 
pets we have who trust their owners completely.  Then we get real—we look at our checkbooks.  The 
checkbook, is a journal of our lives.  How does my checkbook look?  Where am I putting my money?  It 
reflects, how I am feeling about sharing or does it? 
 
 Stewardship is about so many principles and one part of it is money.  The church needs money to 
keep it alive.  It’s like the pink elephant.  We all see it, but make believe it is not there.   As we look 
around us, listen to newscasts, we hear about many people  without jobs, work hours being cut, homes 
foreclosed, etc.   
 
 The words responsibility and accountability loom over us. 
 
 Is the Master in this story too judgmental?  In the economic climate here and now—is it not wise 
to put our money where ever we feel it will not loose value?  Maybe, just maybe the slave needed to 
rethink his responsibility.  Maybe, we do too! 
 
 Does God judge us by what we give?  God loves a cheerful giver—one who gives in anyway,  
anytime.  Giving should not be burden—we all do what we can—and know God understands—what we 
do with what we have is the test of Christian commitment. 

 

 The caption on the left shows God going on vacation.  Does He truly 
go on vacation?   
 
 Well, Fairgreen family, its finally summer—heat is here and life is now 
at a slower pace.  We feel like vacation is in the air.  We don’t want to go 
fast, do everything and be in charge.  But, what about God?  When does he 
go on vacation?  He’s always there, providing his generosity on a daily basis, 
caring for us, loving us, and giving us all we need. 
 

 Now, here comes Satan, telling us its OK if there’s no time to attend to business, we don’t have 
enough members, its too hot, and we have no money.  Satan makes a good point!  But, if you read 2 
Corinthians 9:8 it says “ And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by  
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.”   
 
 If God stays on duty all the time, can we do less over the summer?  Our commitment to the Lord 
is full time too!  Don’t forget the work of the church and that includes our offerings, we don’t get the 
summer off!   Praise be to God! 
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DOLLARS AND SENSE By Alice Cole 

DOES GOD GO ON VACATION? By Charlene Ravenscraft 



Church to be. 
  
 
 

MOTION #1 ~ Approved Pastor Pat to serve the larger church as a Camp Rejoice staff  
                         member from July 11-18, 2009. 
MOTION #2 ~ Approved two days of comp time and one vacation day for Pastor Pat  
                         on June 1-3, 2009.  
MOTION #3 ~ Approved moving Don Gorrell from the inactive to the active list. 
MOTION #4 ~ Approved Richard Redd, Tammy O’Dwyer and Emily Main to be  
                         received into Fairgreen Presbyterian Church membership on May 17, 2009. 
MOTION #5 ~ Approved the minutes of the stated session meeting of April 14, 2009. 
MOTION #6 ~ Approved taking a love offering for TCM (Toledo Campus Ministry)  
                          whose members will be singing at Fairgreen’s May 24th service. 
MOTION #7 ~ Approved the planting of vegetables in the church garden. 
MOTION #8 ~ Approved the layi8ng of a payer stone sidewalk connecting the  
                          sidewalk and the walkway door as a mission project. 
MOTION #9 ~ Approved permission to use the church van to go to Magee Marsh on  
                         May 17, 2009, if needed. 
MOTION #10 ~ Approved permission to use the church van for our annual Mission Trip,  
                           as needed. 
MOTION #11 ~ Approved all session committee reports as received. 
MOTION #12 ~ Approved the motion to adjourn. 
 

 
                                          

 
 

It is composed of people like me, we make it what it is. 
It will be friendly, if I am.  
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 
It will do great work, if I work. 
It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous 
giver. 
It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship if I bring 
them in. 
It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, 
and a church with a noble spirit—if I, who make it what it is, am 
filled with these. 
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want my 
Church to be. 
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MAY FINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg Winslow 

SESSION ACTIONS FOR MAY By  Pat Gibson  

Year To Date Income as of 5/31/09                    $79,160.13 
 
Year To Date Expense as of 5/31/09                                ($82,012.47) 
 
Operating Loss as of 5/31/09                                    ($  2,852.34) 

THIS IS MY CHURCH taken from “The Rose Window” Sandusky First 
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Great Banquet Meetings, Gatherings & Weekends 
 

Wednesday, June 17th ~ GB Tear Down at 3pm 
Thursday, June 18th ~ GB 4th day Gathering at 6pm 
 

All Church Work Day 
Saturday, June 20th 

9am—? 
Lunch Provided 

 
We will be working inside and outside. 
Mark your calendars and join us as we 
spruce up God’s House. 

Father’s Day Breakfast 
Sunday, June 21st 

9-10am & 11:15am-12:00pm 
Free Will Offering 

 
Menu 

Eggs, pancakes, sausage, fruit, 
Coffee cake, fruit, juice, tea, 

Coffee, Hot Chocolate 
 

Come join us in the Junior High Room from  8-9am for 
a Continental Breakfast as we fellowship together and 
grow in Christ as we study 1st Peter.  We encourage 
you  to bring your bibles and to invite a friend.   If you 
have any questions call Mike Roadruck  at           
(419-536-1231). 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST— 
             SATURDAY, July 11, 2009 

At Fairgreen Presbyterian Church 
3220 W. Laskey Rd. 



NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 
3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Cell Phone 

419-215-2939 
Email address: 

revpat44@sbcglobal.net 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Coffee Hour 
11:15 AM 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8:30am —2:00pm 
Fax: 419-475-6404 
E-mail address:  

fairgreen.church@ 
sbcglobal.net 

We’re on the Web! 
www.fairgreenchurch. 

org 

Fairgreen  
Cooperative   
Preschool 

3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner, Director 
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