
 
 

 

 As I sit at my desk to write this article I am very aware that I will once 
again begin with, “One week from today I will once again set off on a trip to  
fulfill a life long dream…” Yes! That is what I said as I prepared to go to the 
Holy Land several years ago and again as I went to stand on the southern rim 
of the Grand Canyon in January. On May 2nd I will board a plane to fly to Italy 
where I will then set sail to tour the Eastern Mediterranean and Greek Isles   
retracing the steps of the apostle Paul’s Fourth Missionary Journey. I am already 
wondering what wonders I will see as I visit places like St. Peter’s Basilica and 
Sistine Chapel in Rome; St. Paul’s shipwreck church in Naples; the ancient city 
Syracuse and the port of Valletta; the island of Mykonos; Athens and the       
ancient city of Miletus as well as the city of Ephesus, the Monastery of Agia 
Triada in Crete and St Mark’s in Venice. What will I see? What will I learn? How 
will the Word of God, a wonder in itself, become more alive for me as I visit 
these ancient places, experiencing their unique culture – a culture which       
affected the Word of God as it was lived and recorded. 
 
 I know just how overwhelmed I was standing on the temple Mount in  
Jerusalem and by the Grand Canyon.  Even as I wonder about the wonders of 
the world which will unfold during the next few weeks I was struck by an email 
I recently received about that very subject - the wonders of the world. I would 
like to share it with you and ask you to think about all the wonders we          
encounter in our lives every day giving thanks to God for all of them. This is 
what the article said… 
 

”A group of students were asked to list what they thought were 
the present ‘Seven Wonders of the World.’  Though there were 
some disagreements, the following received the most votes: “ 
1.  Egypt’s Great Pyramids 
2.  Taj Mahal 
3.  Grand Canyon 
4.  Panama Canal 
5.  Empire State Building 
6.  St. Peter’s Basilica 
7.  China’s Great Wall 

 
While gathering the votes, the teacher noted that one student 
had not finished her paper yet. So she asked the girl if she was   
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1.  To See 

SPECIAL THANK YOU’S 

Dear Friends of Fairgreen, 
 Our sincere thanks to the numerous members of Fairgreen who sent us  congratulations on our 
70th Wedding Anniversary.  Their thoughtfulness contributed greatly to making our anniversary a joyful 
and memorable event. 
 With love, Jake and Betty Close 

 
 
To My Fairgreen Friends, 
 Thank you so much for sending me a lovely card with so many names listed on it.  I love all of 
you and thank you so much.  Thanks also for your prayers!  The Lord has blessed me in so many ways!  
I have a nice room here and have made many friends.  I work in the dining room mornings before 
much of my friends come to eat.  It is a great place.  Everyone is so nice.  I have much to be thankful 
for.  Praying all of you are well.  Will be there when I can. 
 Much Love, Ruth Skinner 

having trouble with her list. The girl replied, “Yes, a little. I couldn’t quite make up my 
mind because there were so many.” 
 
The teacher said, “Well, tell us what you have and maybe we can help.”   The girl   
hesitated, then read, “I think the ‘Seven Wonders of the World’ are: 

2.  To Hear 3. To Touch 4. To Taste 

5. To Feel 6.  To Laugh 7. To Love 

 Know that as I travel I will continue to lift all of you up in prayer giving God thanks for the gift of 
each of you and all of you together as the church—you all are truly one of God’s great wonders of the 
world. 

 Blessings, Rev. Pat 



 In the February newsletter I talked about a “restart” team being formed to RE-START Family 
Promise.  Re-starting Family Promise in Toledo is still the goal.  Dedication and hard work is the name! 
 
 There was an informational meeting in March. I could not attend.  The scheduled April 24th  
meeting at Fairgreen has been cancelled.  Money continues to come in but the goal of $50,000 has not 
been met. 
 
 The Day Center at 434 Western Avenue was vacated the end of March.  Volunteers boxed our 
belongings and trucks supplied by a board member moved everything into storage at Eastminster   
Presbyterian Church.  Thanks and blessings to Rev. David Bartley for supplying storage and for his    
active support of Family Promise.   
 
 A fundraiser in partnership with The Company Store unloaded 300 comforters at the Church of 
Saint Andrew United Methodist on March 26th.  Volunteers sorted and delivered the comforters to Family 
House, The Cocoon Shelter and The Family Center.  While this winter was unseasonably warm,     
nonetheless families enjoyed curling up with a fresh, warm beautiful blanket.  Thanks to those who  
supported this project.  You lifted the hearts of many a person. 

 
 It was announced in The Blade that local shelters will have to seek a different source for tens of 
thousands of dollars in funding because of HUD's changing emphasis. Community Development Block 
money traditionally funded the local shelters.  Toledo’s share of funding has decreased from $8.8 million 
to $6.8 million a year. There is concern that families experiencing homelessness, women and children 
who are escaping abusive relationships, people with mental illness, etc. won’t get the help they need.  
The Toledo area still has desperate needs.  There is a GREAT need for Family Promise/IHN to reopen. 
When will this happen?  It all depends on people like you and me stepping up to help.  There are      
opportunities knocking!  I will keep you informed on how you can help.  Thanks and blessings . . . 
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FAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER TOLEDO/IHN By Marilyn McAfee 

 Homemade cookies are truly a special treat 
  MMMMMMMMMM...so good to eat!! 

 One of life’s taste bud treasures, 
  one of life’s genuinely caring gestures!  

 
 The Mission Committee needs your help to offer the Fairgreen neighborhood a tasty “cookie” 
gift of Christian love.  The door-to-door invitation will announce the Cookie Love project as a possible, 
family gift for Mother’s Day.  Our give-away will be Saturday, May 12th at 9:00am in the church   
parking lot. 
 

 We need a large variety of homemade cookies by Mother’s Day.  If you wish to be part of this 
New Beginnings mission endeavor, please place half a dozen cookies in baggies and label baggies as 
to the kind of cookie.  Cookies will be collected by the Mission Committee members on Sunday, April 
29th and Sunday, May 6th at the Welcome Center, if you wish to bring them ahead for freezing.  
Freshly-baked cookies may be dropped off in the church kitchen on Friday, May 11th. 

COOKIE LOVE CRUSADE By The Mission Committee 



 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  
 As you delve into your spring cleaning, please set aside any “get rid of” items 
in a box for an upcoming drop-off at church.  The Mission Committee is sponsoring a Community      
Garage Sale on Saturday, July 7th from 8:00am—4:00pm.  Price, congregational garage sale  donations 
should be brought to the Commons on Friday, July 6th for organization.  Profits from the                
congregational sale items will be earmarked for Community Missions and Outreach.  Any item not sold 
will be given to a local charity. 

 
 Our Fairgreen Drive neighbors will be invited to join us on the church grounds this day.  
Neighbors may call to reserve a free, 10ft. By 6ft. outside space to creatively display and sell items. 
 
 The Mission Committee has already begun to work on advertisement for this event.  However, 

we need your help in spreading the word.  We also need volunteers to 
organize the Commons, to assist in setting up the outside “reserved   
areas”, to man a refreshment area, and to roam as hospitality greeters 
on Saturday, July 7th. 

 
 This is a New Beginnings outreach endeavor.  Please pray about 
possibly offering your treasures or talents to this enthusiastic idea. 
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SESSION ACTIONS FOR MARCH By Pat Gibson 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg Winslow 

Year To Date Income as of 3/31/12                        $43,042.67       
Year To Date Expense as of 3/31/12                ($52,823.92)                
 
Operating Income as of 3/31/12                           ($9,781.25)  
 

MOTION #1 ~   Approved Pat Gibson as temporary clerk. M/C  
MOTION #2 ~   Approved acceptance of Cindy Bosley-Smith’s resignation from Session,  
         with regret.  M/C 
MOTION #3 ~   Approved the Session Meeting minutes from February 14, 2012 with  

         corrections.  M/C  
MOTION #4 ~    Approved all Session committee reports as received.  M/C 

MOTION #5 ~    Approved motion to adjourn. 

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE By Linda Hoover 



 

                                                                               

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Page 5 

SCRIP CARDS 

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY ! 

 You have heard the plans!  You know the dates!  It is not time to commit!  Sign up 

sheets are ready!  Pick them up from the Welcome Center or call Rev. Pat and she will mail 

them to you.  We need to know by May 1st or there about, just how many are going to go.  

The cost will be $100 per participants payable to the church by June 1st.  If it is easier you 

may make the payment in two installments-May and June 1st.  There will be a Mission Trip 

meeting on Sunday, May 27th after our Graduate Sunday Coffee Hour.  Please plan on     

attending.  Questions call Rev. Pat at 419-215-2939. 

GREAT BANQUET MEETINGS & WEEKENDS 

 Great Banquet Team Meetings 9am-12:30pm: 
  #3 Team meeting ~ Saturday, May 5 
  #4 Team meeting ~ Saturday, May 12 
  #5 Team meeting ~ Saturday, May 19 
    

 Sunday, May 20  ~ Board meeting at 4:00pm & Gathering at 6pm  
 Great Banquet Weekends ~ 
     #49 Men’s from May 31—June 3       Candlelight~ June 2nd at 8:30pm 

     #50 Women’s from June 7—June 10       Candlelight~ June 9th at 8:30pm 

 With Mother’s Day, Graduations, and   Weddings 
coming up, please plan ahead and order your scrip 
cards.  They are really convenient to pick up at church 
on Sunday’s and in the church office from 8:30am-
2pm Tuesday through Friday.  The church benefits 
from the sales from scrip cards and we always are 
looking for ways to serve you!  If you have a special 
need please let us know and we will work to make it 
happen for you. 

TIE A STRING AROUND YOUR FINGER. 
 
 Here’s a date for you to remember, MAY 
26th!  This is the date of our next CLEAN UP DAY.  We will 
be working from 9am to noon.  We will be cleaning the  
storage space and shampooing the chairs in the commons.  
Of course, if you have noticed something else that is in need 
of cleaning, you are welcome to do that too.  Bring your 
own cleaning supplies.  See you then. 

2012 CHURCH MISSION TRIP  
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         Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 

3220 Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Cell Phone:  

419-215-2939 
Email address: 

revpat44@ 
sbcglobal.net 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday            
8:30—2:00pm 
E-mail Address : 

 fairgreen.church@  
sbcglobal.net 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Coffee Hour 
11:15am 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreen church.org 

Fairgreen  
Cooperative   

Preschool 
3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner, Director 

Sunday, May 13th, 2012 


