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 In a little less than 24 hours I will be on a plane bound for Palm 
Springs, CA. After spending a few days there Catherine McCornack and I will 
make our way into Arizona for a train ride to the Grand Canyon where we 
will stay for a few days before venturing to Sedona! I am having trouble 
waiting! After all I have already waited 54 years! In 1958, I wrote a paper 
on the formation of the Grand Canyon for my 8th grade geography class. I 
have wanted to visit there ever since. I did get close a few times but   
something always came up. I have had lots of other interesting trips in    
between (Scotland, Switzerland, Brazil, Israel twice, New Mexico to name a 
few) but this trip has been on my “bucket list” for a looooong time. 

  
 There are several dangers in waiting so long for a highly anticipated 
trip. First, one can become so focused on the future happening itself that 
she forgets to enjoy much less fully appreciate the events, the trips that are 
happening in the meanwhile. I don’t think I have done that but I can       
remember saying, “Wow! This is wonderful! I wonder how it compares to 
majestic panorama of the Grand Canyon.” The second danger is to make 
the anticipation of the upcoming event so huge that the unfolding could 
never live up to its reality. Even as I prepare to pack the last few items in 
my suitcase I am concerned that I have done that! 
 
 I wonder if in someway we have done that with the unfolding of this 
New Beginning Process we are in the middle of.  First off, I know that some 
of us have been waiting a long time to take a long hard look at our church 
and the way we live into our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. At times we 
seem so focused on the outcome, the magic answers which we hope we will 
find at the end of journey, we forget to see God’s blessings as the process 
unfolds in the in between times.   
 
 What are some of those blessings, you might ask? These are a few. 
First, there is the training our church leaders received. Each of them will be 
a better leader in the future because of this training. Second, we have had 
lots and lots of conversations as we worked the process. It is always good 
for God’s people to intentionally find time to be in conversation with God 
and with one another. Third, we have had the opportunity to celebrate who 
we are as a church and to give God thanks for the blessings which have 
been poured down upon us and out into our community and neighborhoods 
           
                               Continued on the next page                    

From The Pastor’s Desk…. 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2012 



  
  

Page 2 

through us. Fourth, we have learned that we do not always agree and that is okay. We have had the 
chance to see how others live out their faith and while their passion and interest may not be ours, we 
have begun to recognize theirs and again give God thanks for the other. I pray that we will continue to 
look for the blessings as they unfold and not be quite so focused on the outcome itself. 

 
 That is the second danger. Some of us, me included, are filled with anticipation. At our officers’ 
retreat last weekend many of us prayed that it would be a success. We need to stop that! I need to 
keep reminding myself and all of you it will be a success if it unfolds as God wants it to unfold. In other 
words, it will be a success if we are faithful to the process. That word brings me to one of the three 
word mantras that one of our elders often uses: God calls us to “Faithful, Steadfast and           
Constant.” Will God look at us both during and the end of this unfolding and say, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have indeed been faithful, steadfast and constant” in all you have 
said and done. I pray it is so even as I pray that we will be patient with ourselves, each other and with 
God in this unfolding.  
 
  Blessings, 

  Rev. Pat 
 

GOD PROVIDES By Kay Amendola 

 Coffee Hour comes with smiles, coffee and sweets to eat.  We enjoy    
getting together with friends to hear about the past week's adventures 
and just relax.  What a blessing, but we are continuing to be blessed with 
the anonymous donation of $250. for new mugs.  The mugs will cost 
more than this amount so the Great Banquet Community has promised to 
make up the difference.  Thank you to these contributors!  Look for the 
new mugs soon and enjoy them.   

 
 Be sure to stay after church on Sunday,   
February 26, when we will be bringing in March 
with St. Patrick’s Day shamrocks and a trinity of 
green, orange and yellow colors! Special activities 
are planned for the children plus a festive time for 
all ages! 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY ~ “GO GREEN!” By Pat Gibson 
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 It is with sadness that I respond to the article in The Toledo Blade concerning the 
suspension of operations of Family Promise/Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).   
Toledo’s economy and job loss has tremendously affected our ability to raise adequate 
income to assist families who have become homeless.  However, this is NOT the end of 
IHN.  Yes, Family Promise is a non-profit mission supported in part by churches/congregations also      
non-profits.  And like congregations, we too depend (except for the Director) on volunteers to support this 
mission.  Volunteers are the most important asset of Family Promise.  Volunteers must have a sincere 
passion for understanding the helplessness of a child who has no choices – even wiping a runny nose or 
giving a hi-five; the willingness to step up and hug a worried parent and provide some comfort or       
confidence that soon things will be better.  And then, carry that passion forward by helping to raise funds 
so that this small but great mission can continue to serve our community. 
 
 As a friend of Family Promise, we know how our efforts change lives.  I can assure you there is 
hope!  A “restart” team has been formed; they are energized.  When will the doors reopen?  That will   
depend on people like you and me stepping up to help.  If you would like to be a part of the start-up 
team, please contact Loran Miracle, pastor of The Church of Saint Andrew at 419-385-6160.   If you 
would like to make a tax deductible gift, please send your check to Family Promise of Greater Toledo, C/O 
The Church of Saint Andrew, 3620 Heatherdowns Blvd., Toledo, OH 43614.  Every day we are closed 
means another night on the street for a homeless child. 
 
 God has been with us in the past and we ask for His continued guidance now.  We ask also that 
you keep us in your prayers.  Thank you for your concerns and support of Family Promise/IHN. 

 
 

 
  

 
Walk On! 

 
 John Ortberg in his book, If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat says 
that there is a consistent pattern in scripture of what happens in a life that God wants to use and         
improve...which would be my life and yours! 
 Let’s, together, discover that pattern as lived out in such Biblical lives as Abraham and Moses, Ruth 
and Mary, Paul and Peter and how it applies to the life-walk which we each are on. 
 “Walk On” is the theme for Fairgreen Women’s Retreat 

  Lial Retreat Center 

  Whitehouse, Ohio 
  Friday, March 2, 2012, 7pm 

  through 
  Saturday, March 3, 2012, 3pm 

  Cost: $40.00 
 The cost includes room, bedding, towels. Each woman will be asked to bring a snack, breakfast or 
lunch item. Registration will be February 12-19-26 at the Welcome Center along with maps to the Retreat 
Center and the sign-up list for an item of food to bring for the meals. 
 If more information is needed or if those in the Great Banquet community are interested in coming, 
contact Pat Gibson at 419-535-3199 or email at patmgibson@hotmail.com. Scholarships are available. 
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WOMEN’S RETREAT COMING IN FEBRUARY! By Pat Gibson 

FAMILY PROMISE/IHN By Marilyn McAfee 

mailto:patmgibson@hotmail.com.
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 Fairgreen has been blessed, in our nursery, with the care-giving team of Mary Ann Warnke and 
Stacy Skinner. They have given their love and guidance to the babies and toddlers entrusted to them. 
This care each Sunday has provided stability for the parents and the little ones. 
 
 As each Session committee including YCSD, works toward a balanced church budget, Mary Ann 
will now be our only paid care-giver for the nursery children based on her many years of nursery care 
for us. This opens up the opportunity for you to volunteer to help Mary Ann when we have more than 
one child in the room! 
 
 If this is a way in which you’d like to serve the families with babies or younger children, please 
let Cindy Smith, Pat Gibson or Pastor Pat know. When there is a need, one of us will come, early in the 
worship service, asking for your assistance in the nursery that day. 
 
 A deep-hearted thanks to Stacy and to Mary Ann for what has been and a forward thanks to you 
who will be volunteer nursery care-givers in the future. 

 
Pat Gibson for the 
Youth and Child Spiritual Development Committee 

  

 VOLUNTEER and TEACHER TRAINING SESSION:  Reshay Thompson, a member of the Great 
Banquet Community, specializes in training parents and teachers who work with special needs    
children.  She is leading a training workshop here at Fairgreen at 10 a.m. on Saturday, January 
14th.  Please RSVP to Cindy Bosley Smith at 419 508-9325 OR at joansharegroup@hotmail.com  if 
you are interested in being there.  Space is limited but spots are still open.  Thank you! 

 VOLUNTEER AND TEACHER TRAINING SESSION 

BEHIND THE SCENES By Cindy Bosley-Smith 

 A SPECIAL THANK YOU  By Dick Schroeder 
    Dear Fairgreen Family, 

 I want to thank everyone for their care, love and concern shown me during my recent   
illness.  I appreciated all of the prayers, the nice cards, and the thoughtful inquiries.  I am feeling 
better but am not quite 100%, so continued prayers for healing would be appreciated. 

 Behind the scenes:  Recently, the college students of Fairgreen Presbyterian were surprised 
with care packages right before Finals Week at their respective colleges.  With the spirit-filled             
organization and loving hands' work of Mission Committee and the Youth and Spiritual Development 
Committee, and with additional support of the Deacons, the students received packages in the mail 
filled with an Advent Devotional, gum, chocolate, cocoa, Play-Doh, bouncy balls, finger puppets, and 
other assorted treats to help them weather the stress of exams at the beginning of last               
December.  We heard such responses as, "Oh, this makes my day!" and "I loved the little finger 
puppet," and "This was such a cool thing to receive!"   Thank you, congregation, for your prayerful 
support of our adults and young adults in college!  

mailto:joansharegroup@hotmail.com


Office Hours 
Monday-Friday            
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Presbyterian Church 

3220 Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
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419-215-2939 
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revpat44@sbcglobal.net 
 

Worship Service 
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Coffee Hour 
11:10am 
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DEACONS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

2011 PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT 

The year 2011 per capita apportionment is $27.71 per person.  There will be a per    
capita giving envelope in the offering envelope packet that you received.   

Lectionary Bible Study and Potluck lunches 
  

Join us the following Thursday’s for a potluck lunch at 
noon followed by a Lectionary Bible Study at 12:45pm 
on February 2, 9, and 16.   

Great Banquet Meetings & Gatherings 
  

 Sunday, February 19th~ 
   Board meeting at 4:30pm 
   Gathering at 6pm 
 Great Banquet All Community Gathering 
 At the St. Francis Spirituality Center on 
 February 24 & 25, 2012 

Ash Wednesday & Lenten Soup Suppers 
  

 Mark your calendars for our Annual Lenten Soup & 
Salad Suppers which will again be held in the Commons 
each Wednesday throughout Lent at 6:30pm.  They will 
begin on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, 2012.  Each 
supper is followed by worship at 7:15pm.  Here is a list 
of the dates: February 29; March 7, 14, 21, 28 and 
Thursday, April 5th. 

On Sunday, February 19th from 8:30-9:45am  
and 11:15am-12:00pm we will be serving a          
scrumptious breakfast.  This breakfast includes: 
pancakes, sausages, fruit salad, coffee, orange 
juice, tea, and hot chocolate.   
 

A free will offering will be taken. 
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Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 

3220 Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Cell Phone:  

419-215-2939 
Email address: 

revpat44@sbcglobal.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreen church.org 

Fairgreen Parent 
Cooperative Preschool 

3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner, Director 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Coffee Hour 
11:10am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

A New Year With The Lord 
 

A new year is about to unfold 

With new opportunities to explore 

Doors will open for new experiences 

New adventures with the Lord 

 

Remember not the former things 

The things of this past year 

The Lord will do new things in us 

Much more than we are aware 

 

For He will make a way for us 

As we put our trust in Him 

And He will guide our every step 

By His presence we have within 

 

What God has placed within our hearts 

We find we’ll be able to do 

If we look for the opportunities 

We’ll see the door to go through 

 

We mustn’t let anything hold us back 

But rise up and take our place 

And be all that God wants us to be 

With a fresh touch of His grace 

 

© By M.S.Lowndes  


