
 
 

 

It has been almost a month since I stood on the southern rim of the 
Grand Canyon, tears frozen on my face, overwhelmed by all that I saw. 
Those images and that sense of amazement still fill my entire being. As I 
continue to print the more than 600 pictures I took I am reminded that it 
was all too much to take in. As those days away unfolded I found that I 
need to focus on and to take pictures of small things – rocks and trees 
and animal tracks in the snow – because I could not take in the entirety of 
what was before me. 
 

The very God who created and continues to re-create wonders like the 
Grand Canyon is like that for me. This indescribable God of ours that 
chooses to create and re-create us is to too large, too grand, too amazing. 
We can‘t take it all in at once so we look at small pieces – a particular 
revelation, a certain Biblical story, a hymn or a poem, in order to begin to 
understand the very magnitude of this loving, grace-filled God of ours.  

 
The season of Lent allows us the opportunity to focus on God incarnate, 
Jesus our Christ. The 40 days and the 6 Sundays help us to focus ―on the 
passion of Jesus, to survey the cross, to take measure of Christ‘s love and 
suffering. Lent begins with a stark reminder that ‗from dust you have 
come and to dust you shall return‘ and leads us towards Jesus‘ final week, 
marked by Palm Sunday and stopping short of the resurrection celebration 
of Easter morning. Ashes are a good emblem of Lent, a picture of our own 
mortality and spiritual condition, a sign of Lent‘s penitent spirit, and yet a 
hint of hope of renewal.‖ (Seeking God‘s Face) 
 
Sunday mornings during Lent will find us searching the Psalms for this  
repentant spirit and the hints of hope of renewal. We will read, sing, pray 
and preach the Lectionary Psalms as we follow Mark‘s gospel story leading 
Jesus (and us) into Holy Week. In other words we will look at the smaller 
pictures painted in the hymns of the Psalter in order for us to better grasp 
the magnitude of God‘s gift to us in Jesus Christ.  
 

On Wednesday nights we will gather for an informal, reflective worship 
service following our Lenten Soup Suppers. Worship will be filled with 
quite and meditative music; moments of silence; guided meditations and 
the celebration of Holy Communion. We will create yet another snapshot                  
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of this indescribable God of ours as we explore our theme: ―There is a Season…‖  We will work to 
paint our heart pictures as we draw from the wisdom literature found in Ecclesiastes 3 and the art 
work of John August Swanson.  

 
And maybe, just maybe, we will all stand, with tears on our face, giving thanks to God as we sing 
once more ―Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!‖ We may still not be able to describe it or explain it but 
we will give witness to the day of resurrection once more in all that we say and all that we do. 
  Blessings, 
   Rev. Pat   

2012 FAIRGREEN CHURCH MISSION TRIP...2012 FAIRGREEN CHURCH MISSION TRIP...2012 FAIRGREEN CHURCH MISSION TRIP...   

  

We have a place ~ Kirkmont Camp and Conference Center 
 
We have the work projects ~ Rebuild the Camp Worship Center and repair the 
     Cabents 

 
We have a date ~ Sunday, June 17, 2012 (4pm departure) through Friday, June 22, 2012  

 
What we now need is some help from the entire church!!!! 

We need your prayers as the planning, the fund-raising and the grant application project   

         unfolds. 
 

* We need your know how.  
This is the first time we have taken on this kind of building project so we really need the 
help of some of the men in the church as we take up hammers and saws, etc. to      
complete these building projects. This would be a wonderful time for some of you to 
pass on some of your carpentry know how to the next generation as we rebuild this 
camp worship space which is such an inspirational place for our young people to grow in 
their faith.  

 
* We need your support of our Fund Raising efforts. 

First, there will be our Spring Market Sale. Pick up a brochure; invite your friends and 
family to place an order by February 28, 2012 and return the sales form with your 
payment to the church office, Rev. Pat or a youth with your payment. This will be our 
major fund raiser so we really need your help selling and buying. We will keep 45% of 
our total sales and you will have all your goodies before Easter.  

 
Second, attend the Deacon’s Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, March 10th from 5pm 
to 6:30pm.  Support the deacon‘s mission and ministry with the purchase of your    
dinner ticket and bring a little bit extra to place in the ―Tip Jar‖ to support the Mission 
Trip. 

 

Third, attend as many of the Wednesday Night Lenten Suppers as you can. Enjoy the 
fellowship and be inspired by the worship and, if you can, place a free will offering in the 
offering basket after supper to support the 2012 Mission Trip.  
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THANK YOU! By Linda HooverTHANK YOU! By Linda HooverTHANK YOU! By Linda Hoover   

FAIRGREEN WOMEN’S RETREATFAIRGREEN WOMEN’S RETREATFAIRGREEN WOMEN’S RETREAT   

 We are now registering women for our Fairgreen Women‘s Retreat!   
Registration will be through Monday morning, February 27.  Sign-up sheets  

are at the Welcome Center in the narthex. 
 

 We will be back at the Lial Center in Whitehouse, Ohio.  The first to  
sign up will have a private room with an attached bathroom.  Other rooms  
are individual with a shared restroom area. 

 
 The theme for this year is ―Walk On‖.  From before we are born, God  

has named us, claimed us, loved us.  Jesus calls us from the midst of our daily 
 lives, to walk with Him.  How eager are we to truly do that? 
    Fairgreen Women’s Retreat 

             Lial Retreat Center, Whitehouse, Ohio 
                                         Friday, March 2, 2012, 7pm 

                                                Through 
                                        Saturday, March 3, 2012, 3pm 
                                                     Cost: $40.00 
The cost includes room, bedding, and towels.  Each woman will be asked to bring a snack, breakfast or 
lunch item.  Scholarships are available.  If you need further information, contact Pat Gibson 419-535-
3199 or patmgibson@hotmail.com  

 Fairgreen Family, I deeply thank you for the variety of  kindnesses 
 during my recent foot surgery in January.  I am extremely grateful to report that 

 I have no more hardware in my left foot. 
 Your phone calls, cards, visits, food and beautiful flowers combined in a Holy way  

to feed my  recuperation needs and Spirit.  As I spent two weeks of ―Still time‖ off my feet, 
 I read a lot and thought a great deal about the importance of your prayers, and how I felt the       
presence and power of God.  It seems that it is impossible to really explain the ―uplifting feeling‖ that I 
get from strong prayer, as it  allows me to exchange all the worries with confidence.  Your prayers    
accomplished that feeling once again for me.  I was up early, standing in the driveway, contemplating 
the opportunity to become pain free, and thanking God for the skilled doctors and technology to offer 
that blessing to me.  The moon was still aglow, with round, sparkling luster, and somehow I could feel 
all the security of so many prayers.  The next ―gift‖ and ―God Moment‖ came on the way down Central 
Avenue to Wildwood Surgical Center.  We were almost there, when suddenly a falling star shot          
vertically through the sky, perfectly aligned with our  vision.  Thankfully, it was at an angle simply     
impossible to miss.  I knew deep in my soul that that ―light‖ was the last message I needed before  
having surgery. 
 While reading I came across these two thoughts on prayer.  These seem perfect to explain my 
deep gratitude. 
 The first thought is for all of you: As we pray for ourselves and for others, our spiritual life is 
strengthened and power is set loose in the lives of those for whom we pray.  The next thought on 
prayer is a lesson for me: As we hold on to God in prayer, we tap and work with God‘s healing, 
strengthening, and directing power.  Amen and Amen! 
 Joyfully, Linda Hoover 



 In the last newsletter I talked about a ―restart‖ team 
being formed to RE-START Family Promise.  Well, the first 
meeting was held Tuesday, January 31 at Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church.  Meetings will continue each month on the 
last Tuesday at 6:30 PM.  The February meeting (Feb. 28) will 
be at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 725 Navarre Avenue, 
Toledo and the April meeting (Apr. 24) will be here at Fairgreen.  The goal is to get as many people     
informed about IHN as possible AND to get them involved.  This first meeting found over 30 people in 
attendance including Carty Finkbeiner and Julian  Davies from The University Church.  Money is coming 
in—the goal is to raise $50,000 and we‘re about half way there. 

 
 Family Promise/IHN Toledo will soon be connected to Vanco Services, LLC a secure on-line    
company that specializes in electronic payment and donation solutions.  It will work the same as our One 
Child, One Night debit program through Fifth Third Bank.  I am excited about this program as you can 
control your contribution. 
 

 A ―Bed Race‖ is being developed to raise money.  Here is an opportunity for our young people to 
get involved.  What fun this could be—raising money for a bed for a child!  Deanna Jackson-Roth is on 
this committee. 

 
 The Company Store, www.thecompanystore.com a leading 
online retailer of bedding and home accessories is in partnership with 
Family Promise and has committed to donate between 10,000 and 
20,000 comforters to a child served by Family Promise Affiliates        
nationwide.  (Please look for the information posted on a board 
in the Education Wing.)  We are in partnership with Family House 

and will be receiving our comforters soon.  Volunteers are needed to distribute them.  You need not   
purchase a comforter to participate; they sell pillows and other items.  The promo code BOGO20 will 
provide a 20% discount.  This promotion goes through March 31, 2012. 
 
 A new Board of Trustees must be developed; about 10 ambitious, dedicated people to work on the 
Board.  New board members will be interviewed and chosen because of what they bring to the table.  If 
you know people who have a passion for this area, I would like their names. 
 
 There is a need for three more Host Congregations and several more Support Congregations.  
Collingwood Presbyterian Church is providing accommodations for two other Host Churches in addition to 
being a Host church.  Each year it is necessary for every Host Church to re-commit, an annual             
requirement.  I hope Fairgreen will continue to be a Support Congregation. 
 
 There are opportunities for everyone to get involved.  When will 
the doors reopen?  That will depend on people like you and me stepping 
up to help.  Questions?  Ask Judy Stuart, Carol Yeager or me; or call Rev. 
Loran Miracle at 419-385-6160.  Please attend the next meeting at     
Eastminster—get involved.  Homeless—it‘s serious business! 
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FAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER TOLEDO/IHN By Marilyn McAfeeFAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER TOLEDO/IHN By Marilyn McAfeeFAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER TOLEDO/IHN By Marilyn McAfee   

http://www.thecompanystore.com
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COMING ATTRACTIONS…….MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!COMING ATTRACTIONS…….MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!COMING ATTRACTIONS…….MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!   

Fall Bus Trip Scheduled  
For October 22-27 (Monday-Saturday)  

5 Days and 6 Nights 
 
Travel with fellow Christians from local churches to      
Savannah, Georgia and Charlestown South Carolina. 

 
For more information and details contact ~ Karen Herren  

419-472-5487. 

Patriotic Weekend June 30 & July 1st 

Old Fashioned Picnic 
Held at Calvary Bible Chapel 

3740 W. Alexis Rd. 
Gary & Karen Herren are hosting the guest artists which 
include Cathy Reynolds and Jimmy Davis just to name a 
few.  So mark your calendars and put on your Red, 

White and Blue to celebrate our nation’s birthday.  More 

information to follow! 

GO GREEN! By Pat GibsonGO GREEN! By Pat GibsonGO GREEN! By Pat Gibson   

 It’ll be the Top O’ the Morning” for ye when you stay  
after church on Sunday, February 26th!  We will be bringing 
in March with St. Patrick’s Day shamrocks and a trinity of 
green, orange and yellow colors!  Special activities are 
planned for the children.  For sure, it’ll be a festive time for all 
ages! 

APRIL 8TH!APRIL 8TH!APRIL 8TH!   

 We need to go through Lent first, even though the 
promise of Easter is always with us.  On Easter Sunday this 
year, April 8th, our traditional Easter Egg Hung for the   
children will take place right after the 10am worship      
service.  It will be an event for all people!  Plan to come to 
the Commons for Easter Day fellowship and be present for 
the egg hunt around the area.  Let us share together our 
joy-filled alleluias! 
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SESSION ACTIONS FOR JANUARY 2012 SESSION ACTIONS FOR JANUARY 2012 SESSION ACTIONS FOR JANUARY 2012    By Karen HerrenBy Karen HerrenBy Karen Herren   

FINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg WinslowFINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg WinslowFINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg Winslow   

 

Year To Date Income as of 1/31/12                       $19,210.44           
Year To Date Expense as of 1/31/12               ($14,238.32)                 
 
Operating Income as of 1/31/12                           $4,972.12

MOTION #1 ~ Approved the printed Docket.  M/S/P  
MOTION #2 ~  Approved to reduce paid coverage in the church office from five (5) to  
           four (4) days per week.  To reduce the Director of Music position from  
          15-18 hours per week to 8-9 hours per week; effective the third pay  

           period of 2012.  M/S/P 
MOTION #3 ~     Approved the final draft Budget for 2012.  M/S/P 

MOTION #4 ~     Approved the election of Church Treasurer—Tim Eichenauer and  
   Financial Secretary—Marilyn McAfee.  M/S/P 
MOTION #5 ~     Approved permission for Rev. Pat to use the church van for church  

           mission as needed and to grant that same permission to other  
   authorized drivers.  M/S/P 

MOTION #6 ~    Approved Clerk of Session for 2012—Karen Herren.  M/S/P 
MOTION #7 ~     Approved Rev. Pat six days of vacation including one Sunday from  
           January 12—19 and two days vacation from February 19—20 including  
            one Sunday of Study Leave on January 26, 2012.  M/S/P 
MOTION #8 ~      Approved Congregational Meeting Minutes from December 11, 2011  
   and Joint Meeting of the Session and Deacons on January 6, 2012.   

   M/S/P 
MOTION #9 ~      Approval of Communion dates ~ January 1, 7 (officers retreat); 22;  
            February 5, 26; every Wednesday night during Lent, Maundy Thursday  
            April 5, and the Women’s Retreat on  March 3 & 4, 2012.  M/S/P 
MOTION #10 ~   Approval to use the church van on March 9, 2012 for the Youth Group to 
   travel to Ypsilanti Michigan for the Winter Jam.  M/S/P 

MOTION #11 ~   Approved all Session Committee reports as received.  M/S/P 
MOTION #12 ~   Approved the election of Charlene Ravenscraft as Elder Commissioner  
   to the MVP meeting in Tiffin on February 21, 2012 at 10am. 
MOTION #13 ~ Meeting adjourned with prayer.  M/S/P 

 

  
 *Great Banquet All Community Gathering at the St. 

Francis Spirituality Center on February 24 & 25, 2012. 

*Sunday, March 18 at Fairgreen Presbyterian Church 
   Board meeting at 4:30pm 

   Gathering at 6pm 
 

GREAT BANQUET MEETINGS & GATHERINGSGREAT BANQUET MEETINGS & GATHERINGSGREAT BANQUET MEETINGS & GATHERINGS   
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FAIRGREEN YOUTH By Abby WasylkowskiFAIRGREEN YOUTH By Abby WasylkowskiFAIRGREEN YOUTH By Abby Wasylkowski   

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SOUP SUPPERSASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SOUP SUPPERSASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS   

 The Fairgreen youth have been busy with confirmation and lock-ins. March 

23-24 Fairgreen will be  hosting a Maumee Valley Presbytery wide 30 hour     

famine. Youth from churches around the area are  invited, with their friends to 

this lock-in. We will be focusing on the needs in Toledo. We will be working at 

different community organizations, having group challenges and a cardboard      

village. We are looking forward to a great weekend!!! 

DEACONS ITALIAN SPAGHETTI SUPPERDEACONS ITALIAN SPAGHETTI SUPPERDEACONS ITALIAN SPAGHETTI SUPPER   

 The Lenten Soup Suppers are on Wednesday  
beginning at 6:30pm for soup/salad supper followed by 
worship at 7:15pm.  Here is a list of the dates:  

Wednesdays February 22, 29; March 7, 14, 21, 28 and 
Thursday April 5, 2012.  We are asking everyone to bring 
their own table setting. 

                         Saturday, March 10, 2012 
Held in the Commons at Fairgreen Presbyterian Church 
              The cost is $7 for adults and children $4 
                       Italian music will be provided. 
                The menu consists of the following: 
Italian Spaghetti made by Chef Carol, Garlic Breadsticks 
Tossed Vegetable Salad Bar (bistro set-up),  
Brownies & Ice Cream with Chef Carol’s Famous Chocolate  
Sauce, Lemonade and Coffee. 
 
Come on out and invite your friends, neighbors and family for       
a great evening.  Our youth will be serving and any tips that are 
made will go to defray the cost of their 2012 mission trip.   
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Fairgreen 
Presbyterian 

Church 
3220 Laskey Rd. 

Toledo, Ohio 43613 
419-475-4436 

 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Cell Phone:  

419-215-2939 
Email address: 

revpat44@ 
sbcglobal.net 

 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Coffee Hour 
11:15am 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday            
8:30—2:00pm 
E-mail Address : 

 fairgreen.church@  
sbcglobal.net 

Fax: 419-475-6404 

Fairgreen  
Cooperative   

Preschool 
3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner, Director 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreen church.org 

 

 


