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By now you have received a letter from the Session inviting you to attend a 
Congregational Conversation on Sunday, September 9th after worship in 
the Commons for the purpose of discussing the newly proposed flexible staffing 
pattern for Fairgreen Presbyterian Church. I am sure that many of you have 
questions and I am praying that you will bring them to the conversation.  

 
As a way of preparing yourself for that conversation I thought that I would 
share a few of my thoughts about the proposed changes… 
 

Both the need for this change and the proposed changes themselves have 

grown out of the discussion we have had over the last 18 to 24 months. 
The practice of Intentional Faith Development is key to our role as        
disciples of Jesus Christ. If we are to “know Christ and to make Christ 
known” then we need to study. Adult study has been and will continue to 
be the way we ground ourselves as disciples of Jesus Christ. While I do 
have some gifts in this area, I know we can find a person to staff this 
committee who has even more gifts and passion in this area. 

 
My sense of call to serve as the pastor of Fairgreen is as strong now as it 

was when I first accepted the call in 2005. I feel the Spirit is still in this 
call and yet I know I do not have the energy to undertake all of the ideas 
which have surfaced in the areas of teaching and outreach. I am getting 
older. I am willing to adjust my terms of call because I would truly enjoy 
working with someone with spiritual gifts that complement mine. 

 
The proposed flexible pattern will allow us to continue with the unfolding 

of the New Beginning initiatives without a change in pastoral leadership 
while bringing in some fresh new ideas, a different voice once a month in 
the pulpit and an additional pastoral presence. Your session, through its 
Personnel Committee, will look to find a Commissioned Ruling Elder or  
retired pastor to fill the additional program position. 

 
At this particular time I do not hear the voice of God or of this congrega-

tion telling me it is time to retire. These proposed changes will give me 
some time to spend with my family and to travel as I continue to work for 
a few more years. 

 
                                                                       Continued on the next page                                                                                            

From the Pastor’s Desk…. 
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NEWS ABOUT OUR ALPHA OMEGA BIBLE STUDY! 

While these proposed changes are not being made in an effort to reduce the church’s budget 

the reality is that it could indeed result in a savings of $2,000 to $4,000. 
 
I ask that you come to the Congregational Conversation on the 9th of September to join in the 
discussion. If you cannot be there, do not hesitate to be in touch with me or a Session member. I 
also ask that you continue to be in prayer as we make this decision so that whatever we do is the 
will of God.  

 
          Blessings,  

          Rev. Pat 

 Please give a “Thank You” for me for all the faithful “callers” who take the time out to call and 
remind people of the upcoming Pancake Breakfast, as it really does help! 
 
 Here is a list of those faithful callers: 

  Alberta Bailey  Sandy Freels   Barbara Gorrell 
  Woody Cole   Marj Heaton   Nancy MacPherson 

  Nancy Ahrens  Kay Monroe   Catherin McCornack 
 
 If you think you are “over the hill” just think what these lovely angels do for God. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU By Carol Yeager 

 All women are invited to the Presbyterian Women’s Horizon Bible Study: “Dispatches to 
God’s Household.” We will be studying six books in the New Testament which include 1and 2    
Peter, 1-3 John and Jude! The focus of the  is on what it means to live in a community and what it 
means to belong to the household of God. The letters are known as the General Epistles and were 
written to be shared and read aloud in early Christian churches. 
 
 We will meet on the third Monday of each month at 3pm in the church lounge. Our first 
study time will be on Monday, September 17th. 

 
 Darlene will be on vacation next week but please let whoever is helping in the church office 
know if you would like to orders the study books which cost $8.00 for regular print and $12.00 for 
large print. Scholarship money is available for the book. We’ll need to send the order by Monday, 
September 10th. 
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THE ROSE WINDOW 

 Ten Reason Why You Should Be Going to Church 
 

 I’ve just seen one too many articles on why people aren’t coming to church.  Admittedly, 
there are some good reasons.  But I’d like to share my top 10 reasons why you should be coming to 
church.  Others will have different reasons and some may disagree with ones I have listed, but here 
they are. 
 10. Coming to church doesn’t mean you have no doubts about God or faith or  
  religion.  It means you have a place you can share with people who have their own 
  doubts. 
 9. Bad stuff is going to happen in your life.  It just is.  A church community cannot 
  be everything to everyone in times of crisis, but when the bottom falls out of your 
  world, it’s great to have a community to lift you back up. 

 8. Bad stuff is going to happen in your life, part two.  The time to build a  
  relationship with God is not when life turns ugly, and you’ve run out of all other  
  options.  Attending worship regularly helps build a relationship with God and others 
  that will give you a solid foundation when the winds blow and the storms come. 
 7. Not all churches are anti-something.  Most of us are for people, for acceptance, 
  for hospitality.  Really, we’re out there.  We just don’t get the good press. 

 6. Any church worth its salt has really good food on a regular basis. 
 5. Churches offer paint-by number opportunities to serve.  Many people would 
  like to help the poor, the hungry and the homeless, but they don’t know how to get 
  involved, how to make the time to be involved, or what they can do to really make a 
  difference.  Churches offer you ways to plug in to help those who need it most. 
 4. You’ve got a gift.  Probably two or ten of them.  Becoming involved in the  

  ministry of a church will help you discover and use gifts you never even knew you had. 
 3. Not all churches are after your money.  Good churches want you to have a  
  healthy relationship with money.  Sure, churches need to pay the electric bill and the 
  pastor and the youth director, but money and the church is more about you than it is 
  about the church.  It’s about your own relationship with money.  World events have 
  proven that it’s much better to put faith in God than in a bank account.  Church can 
  help you with that. 
 2. Taking a break from our hectic lives to come to church is accepting the gift 
  of Sabbath.  Wayne Mueller says “(Sabbath) dissolves the artificial urgency of our 
  days, because it liberates us from the need to be finished.”  We don’t take Sabbath 
  and come to worship because we have time and have finished up everything that 
  needs to be done.  We take Sabbath because it is time to stop, and we are designed 
  to stop, rest and reflect.  Those that don’t are destined to crash and burn. 
 1. Jesus is really cool.  Even if you don’t know if you can believe in the whole Son-of-
  God thing, even if you refer to the resurrection as the Zombie Jesus event and even 
  though those of us already in church often do a lousy job of following him, come to 
  church to get to know Jesus.  The more you get to know him the more you’ll under
  stand why people call his way The Way. 
 

Taken from the First Presbyterian Church of Sandusky Newsletter dated June 2012,  
from their Interim Pastor. 
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FAMILY PROMISE/IHN By Marilyn McAfee 

Exciting things are happening with IHN after a year of suspended operations. 
 

1) We now have ten board members, including Shelly Davis and Debra Jankowski who volunteer 
their services each Friday at the Fairgreen Food Pantry.  The goal is to have 13-15 board 
members. 

 
2) A team led by the board vice president is fully engaged in the search for a new Day Center.  

The team has met and is working with the Lucas County Land Bank for a suitable facility. 
 
3) The IHN website has been updated. Our web person is from BGSU.   Go to 

www.ihntoledo.org for detailed exciting news. 

 
4)  Fund Development projects are in the works.  The monthly donation option is online and live.  
 Just $25 a month allows IHN to provide shelter and services for One Child; One Night.  On 
 the website just click on the Donate Button on the right to access the form.  It’s easy and 
 SAFE!  The goal is 100 donors at $100 a month.  However, give at the level you are        
 comfortable managing.  You are in control of your giving.  
 

5)  Inaugural Family Promise of Greater Toledo BED RACE.  Yes, that’s right! 
a. When:  Saturday, October 6, 2012 
b. Where:  Lucas County Rec Center – Line Drive Sportz/Key Street in Maumee. 
c. What is a Bed Race?  A bed race is a fun tournament where teams of five race deco-

rated beds on a track.  Entry fee is $100 per team and teams are responsible for creat-
ing their beds to race.  Prizes will be awarded for the Winning Team, Funniest bed and 
Most original design. 

d. In addition to the races, there will be other family fun activities including inflatable's, 
face painting, music, food and more. 

e. Proceeds from the event will support the operations of Family Promise/IHN. 
      f.  The Registration Form, Bed Guidelines and Sponsorship Information are all available on 
  line at www.ihntoledo.org  BED RACE. 

g. Hard copies of the Bed Race information, Bed Construction Guidelines, Registration 
Form and Sponsorship Information will be available in the church office.  Marilyn 
McAfee can help with questions or you may contact Thomas Geissler at cell number 
419-376-1256.  Email:  geisslert@wilcoxfinancial.com 

 
Yes, exciting days are ahead for Family Promise/IHN.  The re-opening of the Network is yet to be 
determined.  It’s important to get behind this fundraiser and sponsor a couple of Fairgreen Beds.  
Our kids can race against UT/BGSU or Whitmer/Start or compete against church congregations.  
Four people push and one person rides . . . it’s a RACE TO THE END!  Our youth could win $1000 
for their next mission trip.  Who knows? 

 
Family homelessness continues to grow in Toledo; shelters are full and Family Promise/IHN is 
needed to help provide shelter to this population.  IHN is a Mission that we can serve with love and 
compassion here in our own community.           

http://www.ihntoledo.org
http://www.ihntoledo.org
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RISK TAKING MISSION/RADICAL HOSPITALITY 

 

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE 

 
 In anticipation of a 100 degree day, Fred Nordhoff spent a blistering 
hot Friday trimming trees so neighbors reserving a space could be moved 
into the shade.  Excitement grew on Saturday as sales spots also opened on 
Fairgreen Drive, as close neighbors put out their wares in their yards and 
cars lined the street bringing shoppers. 
 
 Outside the building volunteers circulated to chat, get acquainted, 
advertize the free breakfast of French toast, juice and coffee served inside.  
Later free ice water was circulated around adding to the hospitality. 
 
 Inside, table set-up, sorting and pricing on Thursday and Friday and customers help     
choosing, checking out, carrying to cars on Saturday flowed smoothly and cheerfully.  Once again 
the congregation had come through with major amounts of donated goods and volunteers to help. 

 
 That atmosphere of real caring kept building until the very end when we usually have just a 
few left to clean up as exhausted workers leave.  Not this time!  An overwhelming number stayed 
and I could only think of a parade of leaf cutter ants hauling armloads, trundling wagons, rattling 
carts full, over and over an endless line from the Commons to a truck, a van and an SUV until   
nothing but empty tables and floor remained. 
 
 Fred King and Fred Nordhoff followed the vehicle parade to Boulevard Church of Christ to 
help unload at the other end.  The pastor there is recovering from a stroke and facing huge medical 
expenses.  Our leftovers joined their goods for a rummage sale to help his great need. 
 
 And so your caring goes beyond what your committee could ever have envisioned when the 
neighborhood garage sale idea arose God took our risk and multiplied the blessings.  What started 
with New Beginnings meetings blossomed into Cookie Love, three on foot information walks in the 
surrounding area, a 100 degree day of amazing fellowship including vouchers for food pantry      

clients and finally ended with the blessing of 
sharing with another church in their great need.  
The fact we made money for missions was a   
bonus. 
 
 And it took us al young and old, able   
bodies and some a bit creaky.  Each part large 
and small woven together by God into a blessing 
for many both congregation and neighbors. 
 
 Notes and comments continue to flow in 
from the neighborhood of feeling welcomed and 
wanting to return next year. The only request so 
far for improvement is could we try for a 90    
degree day instead of 100 degrees! 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY By Peg Winslow 

 

Year To Date Income as of 7/31/12                        $95,506.14  
Year To Date Expense as of 7/31/12                       ($103,353.56)                 

 
Operating Income as of 7/31/12                                   ($7,847.42)    

 

 A singles group has been meeting at Zachariah’s on Alexis every other 
Thursday at 5:30pm.  Our next meetings will be August 23rd and September 6th.  
If you are alone and would like to dine with us, we look forward to meeting with 
you.  This group has members from Fairgreen Presbyterian Church and also the Great Banquet 
Community.  Come on out and have an evening of laughter and fellowship. 

SINGLES GROUP 

 

COOKIE LOVE MISSION 

 Once again the Mission/Hospitality Committee needs your help to offer the Fairgreen 
neighborhood a tasty “cookie” gift of Christian love.  Doo hanger invitations will be distributed to the 
neighborhood homes.  The give-away will be Saturday, September 15 at 9:00am at the church 
driveway entrance. 

 
 We need a large variety of homemade cookies.  If you wish to be a part of this outreach    
endeavor, please place half a dozen cookies in baggies and label the baggies as to the kind of 
cookie.  Cookies may be brought in beginning September 1.  Please place the cookies in the kitchen, 
along with your name and a sign marking your donations as...FOR THE COOKIE LOVE MISSION. 
 

 We will freeze cookies donated earlier than September 13.  Cookies may be donated right up 
to the September 15 event.  Any leftover cookies will be used at the church Coffee Hours and 
events. 

FOOD PANTRY 

 Our food pantry has been used a lot this summer.  Last month we 
served over 300 people.  With these large number of people working      
towards finding new ways of getting enough food for each Friday.  

 
 We appreciate your support of this mission and always need your support!  We can always 
use your additional donations!!!! 
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DEACONS ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE 

GREAT BANQUET MEETINGS 

 

MENS PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Come join us on Saturday, September 22, 2012 
       at Fairgreen Presbyterian Church 

       3220 W. Laskey Rd.  Toledo, Ohio 
           For our Annual Chicken BBQ 

Carry-outs from 4:30-5:30pm  (Call 419-475-4436) 
       Serving Dinner from 5:00-7:00pm 

A delicious chicken dinner with all the trimmings plus brownies with 
Carol’s famous hot fudge sauce. 

                  The cost is: $8 Adults and children 10 & under $4 

                   Remember to invite your neighbors and friends. 

Come join us in the church library on  
Saturday, September 15th  

from 8-11:15am for a  Continental Breakfast  
as we fellowship together and grow in Christ.    We 
encourage you to bring your bibles and to invite a 

friend.    

Saturday, September 8 ~ #3 Team Mtg. 9-12:30pm 
Saturday, September 15 ~ #4 Team Mtg. 9-12:30pm 

Sunday, September 16 ~ Board Mtg. 4pm & Gathering 6pm 
Saturday, September 29 ~ #5 Team Mtg. 9-12:30pm 

 
Great Banquet Men’s & Women’s Weekends 

#51 Men’s Weekend ~ Thursday October 4 to Sunday October 7 
Saturday, October 6 ~ Candlelight at 8:30pm 

#51 Women’s Weekend ~ Thursday October 11 to Sunday October 14 
Saturday, October 13 ~ Candlelight at 8:30pm 

BED RACE FUNDRAISER 

 Family Promise, aka IHN is active again!  There will be a Bed Race 
fundraiser at the Lucas County Recreation Center on Saturday, October 6.  
Fairgreen Deacon’s are sponsoring the creation of two homemade beds for 
the race and we need volunteers to be on the bed teams—for decorations and 
for the actual race!  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, 
please contact Julie Murray at 419-297-4020, as soon as possible. 
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 Fairgreen 
Presbyterian Church 

3220 Laskey Rd. 
Toledo, Ohio 43613 

419-475-4436 
 

Rev. Pat Shafer 
Cell Phone: 419-215-2939 
Email address:revpat44@ 

sbcglobal.net 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  
8:30—2:00pm 
E-mail Address : 

 fairgreen.church@ sbcglobal.net 
Fax: 419-475-6404 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Coffee Hour 
11:15am 

Fairgreen Cooperative   
Preschool 

3220 W. Laskey Rd. 
Children ages 3 & 4 
For information call: 

419-475-5367 
Terri Turner, Director 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fairgreenchurch.net 


